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The international anti-fascist monthly 


Editorial 


The British National Party had high hopes for the 
mayoral election in Stoke last month. Like fascists 
before them, nothing was going to get in their way and 
violence and intimidation against anti-fascists 
accompanied the campaign of the local BNP organiser, 
Steve Batkin. 

Batkin received 18.67% of the vote, coming third in the 
ballot, being beaten by the independent overall victor 
and the Labour Party. Over 8,000 people voted for 
the fascist candidate, which was little short of twice the 
amount who voted Conservative and more than three 
times the number that voted Liberal Democrat. 

Mayoral elections are a new phenomenon, so there is 
a little to compare them with and perhaps it would be 
dangerous to read too much into them. After all, earlier 
this year a monkey football mascot was elected mayor 
for Hartlepool. 

However, the whole concept of mayoral elections have 
been a concession to populism and as the BNP tries to 
position itself as a populist party, the dangers are self 
evident. The task for anti-fascists is to continue to 
ensure that no amount of cosmetic changes are allowed 
to mask the BNP’s true ugliness. 
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Mike Cohen 


24 July 1935 - 2 October 2002 


As we were preparing this edition of Searchlight, 
our photographer, Mike Cohen, passed away. 

The photo on the front cover of this month’s 
magazine was the last one he took for us. 

Next month’s Searchlight will include tributes to 
Mike, accompanied by his photos. 
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[he green 


>. jackboot 


by Steve Silver 


ountryside protesters descended on London last 

month in a massive 400,000-strong demonstra- 

tion under the slogan “Liberty and Livelihood”. 

Peppered among the two marches that 
2 converged on Whitehall were some of the most 
inister forces on the right in Britain. 

Liberty and livelihood seemed to mean different things to 
lifferent people as every imaginable rural grievance was 
aired. While the organisers, the Countryside Alliance, had 
intended the event to get across a myriad of issues, the 
powerful foxhunting lobby managed to push their cause to 
the fore, so that the main purpose of the demonstration 
seemed to be to defend hunting against a parliamentary ban. 

One survey of the marchers concluded that over 80% of 
them were Conservative Party voters. In that sense the 
march was a rarity, a mass mobilisation of right-wing 
Britain, easily,the largest within living memory. The right- 
wing press had publicised the demonstration for several 
weeks in the run-up to the date and made much of how the 
marchers were making history. 

Among the assembled throngs were groups of fascists 
handing out thousands of pieces of literature trying to 
prove that they are the true defenders of rural Britain. 
Fascist organisations that turned out included the National 
Democrats, the National Front and of course the British 
National Party. 

The BNP must have been filled with excitement at the 
prospect of giving out copies of their free newspaper, 
The Countrysider. Prepared specially for the day, the front- 
page banner over-optimistically declared “one million 
countryside centurions on the march”. 

BNP supporters carried bundles of the newspaper, 
which they handed out at several points on the marches. 
The party claims to have distributed 46,000 copies, 
although we are reliably informed that this was not the 
case and that there is more than one BNP member who no 
longer needs the legs on his bed to keep it off the ground. 

The Countrysider contained a mish-mash of anti- 
Labour and racist material. For some reason the eight- 
page newspaper required four editors, Nick Griffin, 


al ae 


Darren James, Clive Wakely and Martin Wingfield. 
It really is a case of “old wine in new bottles”, though, as 
between the four of them they could only muster 
something similar in their editorial to the kind of thing 
that was written decades earlier by Oswald Mosley. 

“The old parties,” they proclaimed, “with their 
addiction to using our taxes to help foreigners and 
foreign causes have failed Britain. So the only thing to do 
now is to get ordinary, decent Britons like us joining 
together and building the new party that is committed 
to restoring our freedoms and to putting their own 
people first.” 

But adopting Mosley’s rhetoric can only go so far. 
The Countrysider complained bitterly about the 
European Union. Mosley of course was in favour 
of European integration. 

As with everything else, the BNP has managed to 
turn the concerns of the countryside into a race issue. 
Apart from a silly racist cartoon, there is an article about 
how the British public are secretly forced to eat halal 
meat. The BNP argues that halal slaughter is cruel to 
animals, proving that the fascists have more compassion 
for animals than they do for their own species. 





















A major issue for The Countrysider is “white flight’, 
white people who are moving out of the cities into the 
countryside. The Countrysider says: 

“They are mostly white, middle class, city folk - 
ordinary people who, in the main, are sick to death of 
living in our increasingly alien, cosmopolitan, 
overcrowded, congested, polluted, crime-infested urban 
centres ... 

“More fool the ‘white flighters’ seeking a new start in 
the country: little do they realise that Blair's Babylon is 
coming to a town near them, it’s only a question of time!” 

Fascists love fear and over the recent past they have 
been trying to frighten people in areas that are almost 
exclusively white of the impending “immigrant 
invasion’. 

The BNP has yet again opportunistically jumped on 
the countryside issue, but anti-fascists need to 
recognise that the fascists see the suburban and rural 
parts of Britain where few black people live as the ripest 
areas for them. In some of these wards the BNP attracted 
a strong vote in this year’s local elections. What is clear is 
that if the countryside is a fascist issue then it needs to 
be an anti-fascist one too. 


Martin 
Wingfield 
(centre with 
glasses) 
attacking 
anti-racist 
protesters in 
Greenwich, 
February 
1987. Now 
he is one of 
the editors 
of The 
Countrysider 


Below, BNP 
Countrysider 
distributors 
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The case of 


Gerry Gable investigates 


ast month's conviction of an Oxfordshire white 
supremacist leaves many questions unanswered 
and suggests that the lessons of the David 
Copeland and Stuart Kerr cases have not yet 
een learned. David Tovey, 37, was convicted at 
Oxford Crown Court on two counts of racially aggravated 
criminal damage. After the verdict was announced, the 
jury heard that he had already pleaded guilty to having 
an Aladdin’s cave of terrorist equipment in his home in 
Carterton, Oxfordshire, including military plastic 
explosive. Yet the police have no idea where he got it. 
More than two years after the convictions of 
Copeland, the London nazi terrorist bomber, and Kerr, 
19, another nazi bomber who was sentenced to 12 years 
imprisonment, and the failure to apprehend two men 
who tried to place a car bomb at the Chesterfield May 
Day festival in Derbyshire in 1999, have the authorities 
really understood the danger from the far right? 
The police called at Tovey’s house after a vigilant 


Who is David Tovey? 


The strapping, pony-tailed, 37- 
year-old with staring eyes had 
lived all his life in his late parents’ 
home in Carterton. The house, 
one-time RAF accommodation, is 
run down and was _ sparsely 
furnished. A home-made gym 


occupied much of the floor space 
to service David Tovey’s keep fit 
fanaticism. 

Tovey was seen as a strange 


man who often gave rise to 
concern among his neighbours 
about their young children’s 
safety. Unemployed, he would 
spend hours sunbathing nude in 
his back garden and working on 
his car wearing only a skimpy 
thong, often late at night. 

Police sources also suggest 
that he spent a lot time at 
Swindon ice rink staring at very 
young girls. In 1989 he had 


Questions unanswered, 
lessons unlearned 


David Tovey 


officer had linked him to racist graffiti that had appeared 
at a local garage. The words, which attacked white 
people, were clearly intended to look like the work of 
Asians and were a small part of Tovey’s own race war 
aimed at turning communities against each other. 

At the house the police found an arsenal of weapons, 
some state of the art, others professionally modified to 
make them lethal. One of the hand guns had a purpose- 
built silencer. A huge amount of ammunition was also 
uncovered. 

When the police were about to leave, after what they 
thought had been a thorough search, an officer spotted 
something that kept them in the house for another 
week, unearthing plastic military issue explosive, home- 
made napalm, some very sophisticated remote control 
detonation devices, night glasses, a hand grenade and 
various other implements of terrorism. 

Tovey had a collection of books on waging terrorism 
published by the Paladin Press in the USA but he 


married a Chinese woman, Oi Yi Yip, whom he had 
met at an Oxford hospital. They had set up and run 
a takeaway cafe in Birmingham for some time. 

In 1995 they were both injured in a road crash 
and separated afterwards. It appears he then had 
a series of fairly young girlfriends including at 
least two black women. All claimed they did 
not know of his racism. It may seem surprising that 
a racist should have black and Asian girlfriends, 
but in fact Searchlight is aware of a number of 
prominent nazi activists who have had black 
companions. 

Tovey appeared to have no visible means of 
support and was not drawing any benefits. He did 
not have to pay rent or mortgage interest and may 
have had a payment of damages from his road 
accident seven years ago. His 4 x 4 Jeep appears 
to have been one of a series of upmarket vehicles 
that he owned. 

There is no record of him working on any of the 
local military installations. 

Some local people say the death of Tovey’s 
younger brother some 20 years ago might have 
had a dramatic affect on him. The young lad died 
while allegedly playing with a loaded air gun, which 
resulted in a fatal bullet wound to his head. Details 
of this incident are sketchy. 








also had US Army and Special Forces manuals. 





British Army 
The information in these books would have enabled issue plastic 
Tovey to use the plastic and other explosive material he explosive, a 
had to cause a huge loss of life. small part of 
Several reports in the media suggested that Tovey had Tovey’s 
obtained the books from a specialist bookstore in arsenal of 
Horley, Surrey. The shop’s website claims to supply these death 


specialised manuals to the police, military and other 
security organisations, but of course they are also freely 
available to any member of the public. The shop denies 
that Tovey was one of its mail order customers. 

Copeland had accessed information on bomb-making 
from the USA over the internet. The police initially said 
Tovey did not own a computer, though after the trial it 
emerged that he did in fact have one. 

The police also found that Tovey had drawn up a 
detailed list of Asians in his home area complete with 





their car numbers and the words “black bastards and RE One TE se 
Paki” alongside their names. Most startling and : OF : 
worrying was a hand-drawn map of the site of Swindon © AR PA ADIN.PRESS 


= 
Oreos Tell Pre 


er 


mosque. Senior police officers are satisfied that Tovey TO 
intended to carry out some form of terror spectacular h 
against this building and those who use it. 

Something that was not revealed until near the end of 
the trial was that Tovey appeared to have applied for 
membership of the British National Party. A copy of the 
pro forma letter that the BNP sends to applicants in 
response to an enquiry was found at his home along 
with BNP literature. There is no evidence that Tovey 
actually joined, in contrast to Copeland. 

Another thing that the police kept quiet was that the 
plastic explosive, which they found still in its original 
wrappers, was in fact the same type that is issued to 
British forces. 

So far no one has been charged with supplying or 
selling Tovey the guns and explosives. Yet there are several 
military installations in the area where Tovey lived, and 
the exclusive disclosures by Searchlight in recent years of 
Combat 18 activists operating within the British Army 
once again raises genuine concerns about the Army's 
ability to deal with not only racists but hardline nazis 
within its ranks. The fact that the Army appears to have 
lost such lethal material is a scandal in itself. 

Searchlight knows of one nazi with a conviction for 
arms dealing who was working on military installations 
in Oxfordshire and another nearby county, at least until 
a few years ago. 

One of Copeland’s nazi comrades in the NSM, the final 
group to which he belonged, was Kirk Barker. Some ten 
years ago Barker was known as the man to see if you 
wanted to get hold of things that had fallen off the backs 
of lorries at various army bases. 

The Ministry of Defence needs to be far more vigilant. 
Since the Tovey case a number of press reports indicate 
that military issue plastic explosive is being sold very 
cheaply on the back market to all sorts of criminals 
and lunatics. 

On this occasion the police and public alike were 
lucky, thanks to a young officer’s vigilance over a minor 
racial matter. Tovey’s apprehension and conviction was 
not the result of any information held by Special Branch, 
the Anti-Terrorist Squad or Army Intelligence. It would 
appear that the intelligence lessons of Copeland, 
Kerr and Tovey have yet to be learned. 

Until this happens, an exemplary sentence might act 
as some deterrent to the others who are still out there 
plotting and planning for sick acts of terror. Shortly after 
Searchlight goes to press the court will reconvene to 
hear social and medical reports before sentencing Tovey. 
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Racial attacks in Britain 


A national shame 


by Kate Taylor 


been contained in a letter from Prince Charles to 

Tony Blair, prompted widespread condemnation 
at the end of September from ethnic minority groups 
who, it was implied, suffered less discrimination than 
farmers. 

Such a view could not be further from the truth. 
Britain has become an increasingly dangerous place for 
ethnic groups in recent months. Violent attacks and 
discrimination on the basis of colour have escalated 
across the country, from towns and cities to the most 
rural of settings. 

The Prince is said to have agreed with a statement 
made to him by a farmer that, “If we, as a group, were 
black or gay, we would not be victimised or picked 
upon”. But whereas hate crimes against farmers are a 
non-entity, ethnic minorities and gay people are still 
routinely targeted because of who they are. 

Home Office statistics show a 20% increase in 
incidents of racially aggravated harassment between 
2000-01 to 2001-02, from 12,468 offences to 14,986. 
Other crime categories encompassing a racial 
component also show a steady growth. Racially 
aggravated common assault was up by 10% from 4,711 
offences to 5,174. These are only those crimes that are 
reported to the police by the victims — in reality these 
figures represent only the tip of the iceberg. Experts 
believe that over the past twenty years the ratio of 
reported attacks to actual incidents has been around 
eight to one. 

On the very streets where Stephen Lawrence was 
brutally murdered nine years ago, a plethora of racist 
attacks have occurred over the past few months. Parts of 
southeast London, particularly in Eltham, Woolwich 
and Greenwich, have become places where for many 
blacks and Asians it is unsafe to venture. 

An article in The Independent in August described just 
how bad things had become for many ethnic minority 
residents. It contained harrowing details of how local 
families were living in fear and suffering appalling 
injuries. One 14-year-old had his jaw smashed by a 
man in his twenties, believed to have been part of a 
gang. One man has been temporarily blinded, while two 
others were set upon by a group of white men armed 
with knives and bottles. 

In keeping with the rest of the country, reports of 
racial incidences in the borough of Greenwich have 
risen from 738 to 892 over the past year. Greenwich 
Action Committee Against Racist Attacks (GACARA) has 
expressed alarm at the dramatic increase in racist 
violence in recent months. It believes that the true level 
of this type of crime is higher than reported and that this 
has led to young black and Asian people being reluctant 
to move freely around their neighbourhood. 


Piss: inflammatory remarks, alleged to have 
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Ben Owusu, the chair of GACARA, said, “We have 
been actively working with the police for a number of 
years to try to discover the level of this crime in Eltham. 
The four very serious attacks that have been reported to 
the police in the last two months are, we believe, just the 
tip of the iceberg. People are often reluctant to report 
attacks to the police because they know the authorities 
have so far failed to bring the murderers of Stephen 
Lawrence to justice.” 

Yet although a series of white young men have been 
arrested for their alleged part in the racist attacks, the 
most worrying factor is that this appears not to deter 
the attackers. 

One of the major problems is the failure of 
investigating officers to make the causal connection 
between local activist groups, such as British Movement 
and the British National Party, and the motivation of 
these gangs. 

Another violent racial attack took place in southeast 
London at the end of September, when a 15-year-old 
was stabbed in the heart on a bus in Brockley, 
Lewisham. The perpetrators were two white men who, 
at the time of writing, have not been caught. This is 
another area where the BNP has been busy conducting 
a series of local election campaigns. 

Detectives said it was a miracle that the teenager 
survived after losing substantial amounts of blood. 
The two white men stabbed him with what looked like a 
Swiss army knife after hurling racial abuse at the boy 
and his friends. 

But it is not just traditional hotbeds of racial tension, 
such as southeast London, that have seen outpourings 
of racism in recent months. 

Many parts of rural Britain have become no-go areas 
for many ethnic minorities. A conference at the start 
of the summer in Exeter highlighted the apathy to 
the racism faced by blacks and Asians in Devon. 
Delegates at the Reality of Racism conference heard that 
ethnic minorities in areas of low-density ethnic 
population are up to ten times more likely to be attacked 
on racial grounds. Yet an attitude that “there is no 
problem here” persists. 

In fact in the Southwest, an area targeted by the BNP 
in recent months, attacks have been on the increase. 
There has been fascist street activity, along with a 
speaking tour by Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, and 
inevitably violence has followed not far behind. 
In August in Torbay a young Asian was mobbed by a 
gang of young teenagers and stabbed in the back. 
Fifteen assailants, reported to have had Liverpool 
accents, surrounded the 17-year-old. A man aged 35 to 
40 was seen egging the group on. 

Also in August a Slovak student was viciously 
assaulted on the seafront in Paignton, Devon. The 17- 





year-old needed his jaw wired up after the incident. 
More than 20 foreign students have been attacked in 
Paignton over the summer, leaving many in fear of 
visiting the area. 

An Exeter-based security guard was jailed in 
September for his role in a racist attack on a mosque 
following 11 September. The man had dumped severed 
pig's heads outside the premises, with a banner that 
read, “The blood of the American people is on the hands 
of every Muslim”. 

A recent report by the Rural Race Equality project in 
Cornwall, Devon and Somerset found that the extent of 
racism in rural areas had been underestimated and 
much went unreported. The general belief was that 
there were no black people and therefore no problem of 
racism. But certain highly publicised incidents have put 
paid to this notion. 

In Yeovil, Somerset, a few years ago, the local MP 
Paddy Ashdown, now Lord Ashdown, was attacked and 


Jewish community 
under constant siege 


Racist attacks have not been confined to blacks, Asians 
and refugees. The Jewish community has also suffered a 
sustained assault over the past few months. 

Three Jews were attacked in two separate incidents near 
Gants Hill tube station in Redbridge, East London. In the 
first, a student saw two older men in the company of two 
women making insulting remarks to an Asian man coming 
out of the station. They also tried to hit him around the head. 

After their intended victim fled, they turned their violent 
attentions to the student, who they could see was Jewish 
because he was wearing a skull cap. Remarking, “now we 
have a Jew boy” they attacked him. He broke away, was 
caught again and severely beaten. His injuries needed 
treatment in hospital. He remembered later that his 
attackers had gone into a local wine bar. 

Later the same night two Jewish men passing the same 
bar were attacked by men from the premises. They told the 
police they did not wish to press charges. 

Searchlight, with the help of the Jewish community, has 
put together a list of physical attacks on Jews this year that 
appear to be purely antisemitic, without even the political 
excuse — in so far as that is one — of being anti-Zionist. 

In February the windows of Nightingale House in London, 
a home for Jews in their twilight years, were smashed by a 
hail of stones. 

Also in February, in Manchester, which appears to suffer 
from a high level of incidents against the Jewish community, 
an amateur football match involving a Jewish team ended 
in abuse after the referee cautioned the rival team. The abuse 
included remarks about the Holocaust, gas chambers and 
the local Jewish community. 

In March, again in Manchester, a brick was thrown 
through the window of Hillel House, the Jewish student 
centre. Although it is a Jewish community building it 
regularly opens its doors to others. 

In the same month, a congregation at Nottingham 
Progressive Synagogue heard three men pounding the 
building’s stained glass windows. When two members of 
the congregation went outside to try to stop them, they 
were assaulted and one was struck in the face. 

A particularly large number of attacks took place in April. 
In Manchester a fire broke out at the Bnos Yerushalayim 


his garage firebombed after he intervened to help 


workers at a local restaurant who had been victimised 
because of their ethnicity. 

While local authorities might be burying their heads 
in the sand, the Devon and Cornwall police told us they 
have real concerns. The two counties have one of the 
lowest overall crime rates in the country but the third 
highest level of racial crimes. 

The BNP in particular, has been keen to exploit rising 
tensions in the countryside. Recent outbursts by local 
people against proposals to build asylum seekers’ 
centres in rural locations have added fuel to the fire. 
Fascists who wish to promote an image of their party as 
an advocate of a forgotten and mythical middle England 
were quick to align themselves with the Countryside 
Alliance whose members constitute their new target 
audience. It is no coincidence that a more active far- 
right presence in rural areas has resulted in a rise in 
attacks against blacks and Asians. » 





girls’ school. Eyewitnesses alerted the fire service when 
they saw two people start the fire and flee. 

Two members of a Jewish congregation in Borehamwood, 
Hertfordshire, were attacked with stones by four youths. 


In a separate incident a youth group leaving a 
Borehamwood synagogue were attacked and called Jewish 
c***s and whores. A youth worker who tried to reason with 
the gang was punched in the face. 

In Cricklewood, north London, an Orthodox Jew was 
attacked in an underpass by two youths who spat in his 
face, then beat him and kicked him. The assailants 
appeared to be part of a four-strong gang but the other two 
just looked on. The victim needed hospital treatment. 

Two Jews were assaulted and insulted on the Metro Link 
system in Salford after being asked if they were Jews. 

In Liverpool a two-metre high crucifix was found driven 
into the football pitch near the goal posts at King David High 
school. The school was targeted again when a pig’s head 
was put there. 

Near the Hasmonean primary school in London the 
windows of a car, which was displaying a Star of David, were 
smashed with stones. 

Wembley United Synagogue was the target of an attack 
by a gang in a car who drove by twice throwing stones and 
shouting out “Sew bastards”. And four four men ambushed 
worshippers leaving another London synagogue, shouting 
abuse and bombarding them with eggs. 

In July a stone was thrown through a window of a 
synagogue in East Sussex. 

This is just a small sample of the attacks that take place 
constantly. In addition, two synagogues were badly 
desecrated in London and Wales and hate mail and hate 
phone calls are commonplace. 
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Finsbury Park 


synagogue 
after it was 
attacked 
earlier this 
year 
©David 
Hoffman 





Most alarming is the fact that racial 
attacks are now a national problem. 
No part of the country, rural or urban, is 
wholly safe for ethnic minorities. 

In September seven men who 
_ stormed a football pitch and attacked a 
team of Asian players were jailed for a 
total of 20 years. They were among a 
group of around 20 white men who 
assaulted and abused the Leicester- 
based team, Guru Nanak Gurdwara FC, 
in November 2000. 

The men were armed with beer 
bottles, wooden clubs and a metal bar. 











_TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2002 


BREAKING NEWS __ 


‘REVENGE: MEN STORMED FOOTBALL GAME TO ATTACK ASIAN PLAYERS 


Pitch invaders are jailed 


BYSUZY GIBSON 
‘COURT STAFF 


















Seven men who stormed a 
football pitch and attacked a 
team of Asian players have 
been jailed for a total of 20 


beer 
, wooden clubs and a met: 


d players from 
Guru Nanak 


Some of the players suffered cuts and 
bruises and were chased off the pitch. 
The team’s manager was beaten with 
a stick. Jason Martin, the ringleader, 
was found guilty of conspiracy to 
cause racially aggravated actual bodily 
harm and was jailed for four years and 
nine months. 

Police discovered that a telephone 
call to a number linked to the National 
Front was made from his home the day 
after the attack. Six other men were convicted of lesser 
offences and jailed for conspiracy to cause actual bodily 
harm. 

On a more positive note, another National Front 
march was banned in Leicester last month after 
community leaders united against the attempt to stir up 
racial tension under the banner of an “anti-Islam” 
protest. 

In Portsmouth, a refugee family’s home was besieged 
by a racist mob. Portsmouth has a history of racist 
activity at the local football club and nazi infiltration of 
military units. A local Jewish cemetery was destroyed a 
decade ago. 

Asylum-seekers across the country have found 
themselves bearing the brunt of racial tension. 
The murder in late August of a refugee in Sunderland 
and the subsequent media coverage revealed a high 
level of racism in that area ranging from verbal abuse to 
alarming physical attacks. Tayman Bahmani was 
stabbed in the street in Hendon and died a few hours 
later in hospital. This is another area targeted by the 
BNP in the hope of exploiting racial tension. Much of 


“It was a revenge 
attack planned with 
some care.” 


secution alleged it we 
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VIOLENCE: Paul Griffiths 
faces three years in jail 











HARM: Gary Bradshaw 
was jailed for 10 months 
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the fascists’ election material handed out over the 


preceding months was explicitly anti-asylum-seeker. 

Racial violence in Britain is, sadly, on the rise. 
But much of it remains hidden. Many people are still 
frightened to report abuse to the police, and apathy 
about racism remains prevalent, particularly in the 
countryside. Unfortunately, following the shameful 
moves on asylum law last month by David Blunkett, 
the Home Secretary, the worst may yet be to come. 
The hardline Bill, which seeks to curb the already fragile 
rights of those seeking a safe haven in Britain, is in 
danger of giving credence to the racist agenda of the far 
right. Blunkett’s defence of his moves, that we can only 
“defeat the right if we tackle the most obvious problems 
in our current system”, plays straight into the hands of 
the BNP. There is no legitimacy in the BNP’s ideology, 
and attempting to halt its growth by adopting its stance 
gives a misguided impression to the public that there is 
some substance in the BNP’s lies. And as night follows 
day, more tension and attacks against ethnic minorities 
will surely rise as race hate threatens to divide the streets 
of Britain. 
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Book Review 


Shared Sorrows 

by Toby Sonneman 

University of Hertfordshire Press 
Review by Kate Taylor 


LAST MONTH, the campaign group Liberty, acting for 
the European Roma Rights Centre and six Czech Roma, 
entered a British courtroom in a bid to highlight the depth 
of anti-Roma bias that pervades the British government. 
Human rights activists wanted to declare that pre-clearance 
checks, which stopped mainly Czech Roma boarding planes 
from Prague airport, contravened the 1951 Geneva 
Convention, which allows those who are persecuted in their 
country of origin to apply for asylum in a safe country. 

But Mr Justice Barton ruled the screening by UK 
immigration officers, which has been in place since July 
2001, legal. The Geneva Convention, he said, did not 
prevent David Blunkett, the Home Secretary, “from taking 
steps to prevent a potential refugee from approaching [the 
UK] border in order to be in a position to claim asylum, or 
[making it] more difficult for them to do so”. 

That so many Roma not only are refused asylum upon 
reaching these shores, but are also prevented from leaving 
a country where they are routinely assaulted and even 
killed, shows a stark refusal on the past of Western 
governments to admit that Roma are subject to a catalogue 
of human rights abuses. 

It is not just in the present day that racism against the 
Roma is rendered invisible. During the Nazi Holocaust, the Roma 
were the only other group, alongside the Jews, to be singled 
out for complete extermination. Yet until recently, the Roma 
have had little public acknowledgement of their tragedy. 

A number of works have sought to correct this imbalance 
in the past decade. Until now, however, most have been 
from the perspective of academic distance. Published last 
month, Shared Sorrows, by Toby Sonneman adopts an 
altogether different angle. For Sonneman, “real recognition 
is dependent upon caring”. And that means abandoning 
scholarly detachment in the name of taking us close to the 
real suffering of real people. 

The intention of Shared Sorrows 
is to tell a very human story about a 
family of Gypsies who escaped the 


Shared Sorrows 


Rosa identified herself as Sinti. The Sinti are a sub-group 
of the ethnic Gypsy population who settled in northern 
Europe in the early 1400s. Born in Austria, but living in 
Germany, Rosa lost her entire family during the Holocaust. 
Her arm bears the permanent memory of her time in 
Auschwitz — the number seared into her skin by the Nazis is 
preceded by the letter Z for Zigeuner, the German word for 
Gypsy, which is derived from a Greek root meaning 
“untouchable” and a German word for “vagrant”. 

For the author, the sight of the tattoo brings back painful 
memories: “When did | first learn to connect images of 
unspeakable horror and humiliation with these brands 
forged on human skin? When did someone — my mother? 
— first explain the name? Behind a closed door, in a whisper 
chocked by regret: ‘Auschwitz’. 

“There. There in Auschwitz and in Chelmno, there in 
Belzec and in Treblinka, there in Sobibor and in Majdanek, 
there were other sorts of ovens, ovens that produced not 
sweet pastries but only bitter ashes. In the Gypsy language, 
Romanes, there is a saying: ‘Our ashes were mingled in the 
ovens’. There had our peoples been inextricably bound.” 

This is the message that Rosa’s story gives us. The shared 
sorrows of two people have produced a bond that has and 
will survive the course of history. It is a history eked with 
ethnic persecution, racism and genocide. But it is also a 
history that has much to celebrate. Both peoples have 
shown strength and courage in the face of unspeakable 
horrors and this has made their identities all the stronger. 

In November 1941, Rosa’s family was deported to the 
Lodz ghetto, but Rosa managed to escape. She was later 
captured and sent to Lackenbach. Rosa escaped again, but 
her family were not so lucky. They were among the 5,000 
Austrian Gypsies deported from Lodz and killed at Chelmno. 
Rosa was later arrested and sent to Auschwitz. Her tenacity 
yet again showed its face when she escaped from a labour 
camp in eastern Germany. She was sent to jail and was 
then returned to the labour camp where she was tortured 
and put in a dark and narrow cement bunker for four weeks. 

But through it all, Rosa survived. And that is what Shared 
Sorrows is about: the survival of a people against the 
odds, both Jews and Roma. It is the lessons from the past 
that need to be applied if they are not to be repeated. 
The situation for many Roma in both eastern and western 
Europe is intolerable. That they are not granted the refuge 
to which all of humanity is entitled 
highlights our failure to learn from 
the black spots in history. It is that 
history that Toby Sonneman seeks 





fate that befell so many others 
during Nazi rule. It is the author's 
_ biographical detail that renders the 
book so compelling. On the 
morning after Kristallnacht, Toby 
Sonneman’s Jewish father walked 
through broken glass to apply for 
the visa that would save his life. 
In examining her own family 
history, the author discovered 
the similarities between the fates 
of the Jews and the Gypsies in the 
Holocaust. 

Sonneman travelled with an 
American Gypsy survivor to 
Munich, where she stayed with 
Rosa Mettbach, another Gypsy 
survivor. Through Rosa’s story, 
Shared Sorrows tells the story of a 
Gypsy family against the backdrop 
of Sonneman’s own Jewish family. 


A Gypsy family remembers 
the Holocaust 


Toby Sonneman 





to keep alive. In doing so, she has 
done a great service to those who 
wish to keep the flames of 
collective memory burning. But as 
Sonneman herself notes, 
“Conscience is formed by memory, 
and these two strands must twist 
together into one. For memory 
is essential — but memory alone is 
not enough.” 

Shared Sorrows is essential 
reading for those who wish to 
understand better the tragedy that 
befell the Roma in the Holocaust. 
The power of the book comes from 
its focus on personal testimonies. 
It is through these individual 
stories of struggle and courage 
that we begin to see past the 
statistics and grant a voice to 
those who cannot speak. 
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Extremists 








Derek Turner, 
editor of 
Right Now 





attend Tory 
Party fringe 


meeting 


by Kate Taylor 


extreme right-wingers crawling out of the 

woodwork. A number of those with links to 
hardcore racist groups, such as the suspended Monday 
Club and the people who produce Right Now, were 
present at various fringe meetings in Bournemouth. 

The focal point for the Conservative far right was a 
meeting held by the Conservative Democratic Alliance 
(CDA) on 9 October at the Connaught Hotel. Originally 
formed “to fight the unlawful and unjust Central Office 
purge of the Monday Club”, the CDA claims to have up 
to 1,000 members. 

Its leader, Mike Smith, was thrown out of the Tory 
Party in May for “conduct bringing or likely to bring 
the party into disrepute”. The grounds for his expulsion 
were technical — Smith was planning to field candidates 
against official representatives of the party. But lain 
Duncan Smith, the Tory leader, was concerned about 
extremist views expressed by Smith, particularly in 
relation to homosexuality. 

An advert for the CDA that appeared in the racist Right 
Now magazine shocked many in Conservative Central 
Office. The group stated that it was “horrified by Tory 
front bench spokesmen advocating gay lifestyles and 
New Labour ideas”. 

The leaflet issued to promote the CDA meeting in 
Bournemouth declared, “Fed up with IDS? Worried 
about creeping political correctness in the party? 
Wondering if we'll ever get elected again? Then come to 
the alternative Conservative conference!” 

Among the speakers was Adrian Davies, who recently 
acted as barrister for David Irving, the Holocaust denier, 
and Antony Hancock, the nazi printer. 
Davies, who also distributed Freedom 
Party literature to the audience, has a 
long history in far-right circles. He has 
been associated with the Monday Club, 
Right Now, and the Bloomsbury Forum 
and has audited accounts for the 
Biritsh National Party. 

Aidan Rankin, who co-wrote the UK 
Independence Party manifesto and has 
links with the far-right Third Way, was 
billed to speak, but did not appear. 
Rankin is another contributor to Right 
Now. In his place was John Gouriet, a 
conservative writer and thinker. 

Another notable speaker was Sam 


; ast month's Tory Party conference saw a variety of 
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Swerling, a member of the Tory Party and the Monday 
Club since 1965. Swerling, a CDA committee member 
and Right Now contributor, was chairman of the 
Monday Club from 1980 to 1982. He also founded 
the Philosophy Club, an adjunct to Monday Club, and 
has attended the fascist Front National festival in France. 

Stuart Millson, a former BNP activist and founder of 
the far-right Revolutionary Conservative Caucus, was 
also present at the CDA meeting and has a seat on its 
Steering Committee. 

The atmosphere was noticeably homophobic. Smith 
has written in the past that “the Tories have been 
brought to their lowest ebb ever by a lacklustre 
leadership, more interested in appealing to ‘gays’ and 
The Guardian than to the true British people”. Smith also 
attended the Freedom Association's fringe meeting on 
8 October, where he was heard to say, “We must take 
control of this party. Many of our supporters are UKIP 
members. I don’t care as long as they are patriotic.” 
Roger Knapman, a former Conservative MP and leader 
of UKIP since last month, also spoke at the CDA rally. 

The links between the CDA and Right Now were evident 
to all present. They have many supporters in common, 
and the most significant speaker to address the CDA rally 
was the editor of Right Now, Derek Turner. Turner, who 
once described himself as “your neighbourhood nazi”, led 
the Social Action Initiative, an Irish nazi group, in the 
1980s. Through his rabidly racist magazine he has links to 
extremists across the globe. Turner also had a stall at the 
UKIP conference on 5 October in Scarborough, from 
which he gave out Right Now material. 

A subtext of the meeting was the prospect of the CDA 
transforming itself from a protest group to a right-wing 
movement with an ideology to promote. They claim to 
represent the “national” and “patriotic” wing of the Tory 
Party, and already describe themselves as “real” 
Conservatives. 

The CDA meeting was not listed in the Tory Party 
conference brochure. But the very presence of such a 
group should again ring warning bells at Central Office. 
Its members are determined to undermine any attempts 
to weed extremism out of the party. That the CDA clearly 
has links with hardcore members of the far right, but 
seeks to work within the Conservative Party despite its 
leader’s expulsion, highlights a worrying backlash 
against the party’s declarations of moderation and 
democracy. The Tory Party still has a long way to go if it 
is to convince the public that its words are not hollow. 


NEWS in brief 


BNP flops in by-election 


Fascist hopes of success in a council by-election 
were shattered last month, when the British National 
Party struggled to win a significant proportion of the 
vote. 


Barry Roberts, standing in the Lee Green ward in 
Lewisham, polled only 82 out of the 2,934 votes 
cast, a disappointing 2.8%, in spite of the BNP’s 
high hopes for the ward. 


The Liberal Democrat, Rachael Collins, was 
elected with 842 (29%) votes. The Labour Party 
candidate came second and the Tory third. Only the 
Christian People’s Alliance, with 58 votes, and 
the UKIP with 25 votes, did worse than the BNP 


The sword stays 
in the stone 


by Gerry Gable 


LEGEND HAS IT that whoever was able to draw Excalibur 
from the heart of the rock into which it had been driven by 
ancient and mystical folk would come to lead their race. 

Fact and fable have become intertwined with tales of 
King Arthur and the Round Table or West Country peasant 
folk throwing up the past and future kings of our nation. 

Well the second annual gathering of the Young British 
National Party, going by the name of the Excalibur Camp, was 
only capable of throwing up a bunch of petty thieves. Hit by 
the law of diminishing returns for their efforts, only about 
60 people turned up, most of whom were well beyond the 
age of membership of the YBNP Paint guns were issued and 
went missing as easily as people’s purses. 

The camp’s lack of security was a joke for us, but not so 
for the heavy mob from Scotland, who looked on in despair 
as girls aged between 14 and 17 were left in charge of the 
camp. Those who wanted to go canoeing had to make do 
with a municipal lake instead of the wild rivers of Wales of 
last year’s camp. 

The camp was held at Queensberry, between Halifax and 
Bradford, on a site found for them by a local BNP member, 
Paul, from Halifax. What locals made of gangs of real and 
overgrown kids charging around the streets firing paint ball 
guns at each other is anybody’s guess. 

The only national officers present were Tony Lecomber, 
now known as dirty white van man, and Mark Collett, leader 
of the YBNP who was joined by his old student mate Chris 
“Scarface” Beverley, now finishing his studies in the 
embrace of the extreme right in the Fatherland. 

With a Channel 4 film crew and the man taking photos for 
The Big Issue being watched like hawks in case they pointed 
their lenses in the wrong direction, little youthful or exciting 
was going on the entire weekend. Even Bomber Lecomber, 
who appeared to have got lumbered into attending because 
the BNP leader Nick Griffin was in hospital, left early without, 
as the song goes, a word of farewell. 

Even the music was pretty lacklustre, with Stigger, the 
nazi balladeer, sending his lady along in his place. 

Those who stepped out of line were warned of dire 
consequences. They were told that the supplier of the paint 
ball guns was a bit of a “jack the lad” from the smoke not 
unknown in certain nefarious circles. 

Last year the media infiltrated the camp. This year all 
. Searchlight had to do was hang around and chat to fed-up 
members of the BNP’s planned future master race. For the 
price of a couple of DVDs you could hear their life stories 
and those of their would-be mentors. 





More Blood than | 
Honour 


by Gerry Gable 


IF YOU WANTED to meet an unhappy bunch of nazi 
bunnies, you need look no further than Blood and 
Honour, Britain’s so-called premier nazi music outfit. 

Blood and Honour is still licking its wounds in the 
wake of the fiasco, induced by Searchlight, of its failed 
international lan Stuart Donaldson memorial gig two 
months ago. 

The only action on the night was a series of punch- 
ups between various far-right factions and arguments 
over stolen wallets. The event left a group of US nazi 
musicians and criminals specially flown in for the gig 
without reimbursement for their air fares. 

The Metropolitan Police raided a number of homes 
in the London area in connection with the event. 
And in Northamptonshire Steve Swinfen, who had 
been safe-housing American and Hungarian nazis, 
had a narrow escape when the police arrived at his 
fortified front door an hour after the nazis had headed 
off for the non-event in Morecombe. 

Now fingers are being pointed, paranoia is running 
riot and the man who stupidly, or maybe arrogantly, 
booked the venue in his own name is no longer flavour 
of the month. 

A drastic tightening up of security is taking place, 
but it is a bit late to shut the stable door when the said 
loose-tongued person has already acted as his usual 
flash self in describing how he was going south last 
month to a meeting in Crayford, Kent. 

The venue, a scout hut, has been used before for 
gigs, but it was only last month that we discovered its 
precise location. Poor old Baden Powell must be 
spinning in his grave at the thought that one of the 
halls used by his movement, based upon good 
fellowship, has been desecrated by such folk. 

While the main event here was a flop, over in the 
Fatherland Blood and Honour was trying desperately 
to get back on its feet after being pursued by the 
authorities in recent years. 

A gathering of around 1,500 nazi music fans heard 
German and American bands and the British band 
Nemesis play without a policeman in sight and no 
opposition. Maybe the Yanks got their air fares this 
time around. 

Whatever the extent of the anger at the loose 
tongues that spoilt the Morecombe event, it is nothing 
compared to the rage being directed at the National 
Front in Scotland after Searchlight’s disclosure of its 
bootlegging operation up in Aberdeen. As Searchlight 
reported, the NF has been 
selling dozens of CDs of nazi 
bands at a fraction of the price 
the bands and their nazi music 
support organisations charge. 
One of the bands badly hit by 
this act of back stabbing is 
Nemesis. Another is _ Brutal 
Attack, which has recently been 
playing in Budapest. 


From left, Blood and Honour’s Benny 
Bullman, Micky Lane, Steve Swinfen 
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irish journalist exposes nazi 
links of ‘No to Nice’ campaign 


by Scott Millar in Ireland and Gerry Gable in London 


Justin 
Barrett, head 
of Youth 
Defence 


Treaty has close links with a series of European 

fascists and has attended rallies of the nazi 
German National Democratic Party and the Italian 
fascist Forza Nuova. 

The truth about Justin Barrett was revealed just three 
weeks before Ireland voted in a referendum on whether 
to ratify the Nice Treaty, which will allow new states to 
join the European Union. The Irish Republic is the only 
EU member state to go to the polls on the issue, after 
Barrett led a successful campaign to hold a referendum. 
As Searchlight went to press, the outcome of the vote, on 
19 October, remained uncertain, but the Irish 
government was hoping the revelations about Barrett 
might tip the balance in favour of a yes vote. 

Despite Barrett’s prominence in the campaign and the 
fact that Searchlight’s exposure of his nazi links back in 
June 2001 had gone unchallenged, the Irish media had 
been unwilling to repeat our allegations. Searchlight 
revealed that Barrett, a young Irish lawyer and leader of 
the militant Irish anti-abortion group Youth Defence, 
had attended the annual rally of the nazi German 
National Democratic Party (NPD) in Passau the previous 
year. Searchlight also outlined Barrett’s links with the 
convicted Italian terrorist Roberto Fiore and his 
extremist fascist organisation Forza Nuova. Our claims 
were repeated in Playboy which, like Searchlight, is also 
sold in the Irish Republic. 

Barrett placed himself at the head of the No to Nice 
campaign surrounded by opponents of the Nice Treaty, 
which will also usher in further social reforms, from all 
parts of the political spectrum. They included Greens, 
some sections of the Republican movement and 
socialists. 

Then a solitary freelance journalist decided to follow 


Te: leader of the Irish campaign against the Nice 
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up our story and look closely at Barrett’s background. 
A two-page exposé in the Irish Sunday Mirror on 29 
September named all Barrett’s nazi associates, including 
Fiore, Derek Holland and the former terrorist Horst 
Mahler now prominent in the NPD. 

Holland was one of the founders of the International 
Third Position (ITP) in the 1980s alongside Fiore, who 
fled to London after the Bologna railway station 
bombing which killed 85 people, and Nick Griffin, who 
now heads the British National Party. 

The ITP advertises Barrett’s book, The National Way 
Forward, alongside the Protocols of the Learned Elders of 
Zion, the notorious tsarist antisemitic forgery that was 
widely disseminated by the Nazis. The book promotes 
Barrett’s anti-abortion campaign but goes further, 
expressing extremist views on race, immigration and the 
concept of Ulster a nation peddled by Griffin and his 
gang of political soldiers in the 1980s. 

The Sunday Mirror also revealed that a group of Forza 
Nuova students had visited the Irish Republic last year 
to “study” with Youth Defence and confirmed that Youth 
Defence had given 70,000 euros to set up Precious Life, 
which peddles anti-abortion CD-Roms and videos to 
schoolchildren in Northern Ireland and Scotland. 
Precious Life is run by James Dowson, a hardline loyalist 
with several criminal convictions including a firearms 
offence. 

Even stranger, Youth Defence has also courted people 
in the Real IRA as well as another old Griffin supporter, 
David Kerr in Northern Ireland. 

Barrett’s reaction was to deny all the allegations and 
to threaten a writ against the Sunday Mirror. By the 
final days of the referendum campaign he as well as 
his writ had vanished from the Irish media leaving 
many embarrassed people across the political 
spectrum, especially on the left, who had allied 
themselves with him. 

Barrett is not the only person with a foot in both the 
militant anti-abortion camp and the far right. Due to 
visit Ireland in October was Joe Schlieder from Chicago, 
head of the Pro-Life Action League in the USA. On his 
previous visit in 1987, he campaigned with the 
NicMathuna sisters against the Single European Act. 
The sisters, who are also associates of Barrett, have 
written for Candour, a long-time anti-Jewish hate sheet 
founded by the late A K Chesterton, the first leader of the 
National Front. Candour is now controlled by the ITP. 

When James Kopp was on the run, wanted for the 
murder of a Jewish abortion doctor, Barnett Slepian, 
in 1998, he was given safe housing and false papers in 
Mexico, England, Scotland, Ireland and France, by 
people linked with extremist anti-abortion groups and 
the far right. 

As for Barrett, some questions remain. Why did he 
change his name from Slevin to Barrett a few years ago 
and how many more people in Youth Defence are 
tainted by fascism or association with convicted 
terrorists? Watch this space. 
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Wales Friends of Searchlight 


Launch meeting 





hursday 21 November 


7.30pm 

Temple of Peace 
Cathays Park 
Cardiff 


Speakers include: 
Labour Party 

edrel rem eauilaemr-lice| 
Liberal Democrat MPs 


MEPs and Welsh Assembly 
members. Plus trade union, 
community group and 

NUS Wales representatives. 





Patterns, of Prejudice 


Patterns of Prejudice is the UK’s most important academic 
forum for analysing the dynamics of modern and 
contemporary racism, fascism, ultra-nationalism and 
antisemitism. 


It is an essential tool for understanding the assault on the 
values of multicultural democracies staged by right-wing 
populism and extremism. 

Its July 2002 issue was the first of two special issues devoted 
to the “groupsucular right’, with contributions on the way 
that it has manifested itself in France, the US and Russia. 
The second issue next year will include studies of the 
phenomenon in Canada, the UK and Poland. 

Roger Griffin’s in-depth article on the groupsucular right 
“From slime mould to rhizome: an introduction to the 
groupuscular right” will appear in January 2003. 


Subscription details. Four issues per year. Institutional rate: 


Patterns of Prejudice _. 





US $470/£285 (includes free online 


access). Personal rate: US$83/£50 (print only). For details visit www.sagepub.co.uk 
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Top and 
below, local 
people say 
“no” to the 
BNP 





Stoking up the fires 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY has clearly been stung 
by the amount of activity against its candidate in the 
mayoral election in Stoke-on-Trent. The area has been 
full of anti-fascists spearheaded by the trade union 
movement. Somewhere in the region of 20,000 
broadsheets are in circulation explaining to the electorate 
just whom the fascists are asking them to vote for. 

The trouble is that when you upset these thugs their 
response has nothing to do with elections or democracy 
but consists of the heavy lads turning up to abuse and 
threaten women and beat up elderly anti-fascists. 

The BNP’s decision not to fight the mayoral election in 
Mansfield led to another outing for the Nick Griffin lie 
machine. The anti-fascist movement in Mansfield, again 
largely led by active trade unionists, put out a hard- 
hitting newsletter demonstrating the criminality of the 
BNP and the man who would have been its candidate, 
Steve Bellshaw. 

Approached by a national newspaper about Bellshaw, 
Griffin, the BNP leader, broke the sad news that the 
convicted thug would not be offering his services to 
the town as he had been run down. It sounded a bit 
sinister and violent — poor BNP candidates having to give 
up their democratic rights. In fact, Griffin explained, 
Bellshaw had been knocked off his bike. Maybe it’s that 


eon 4 3, 


Say no to the British 
National Party, say no to 
terror and hate in Stoke 


On Thursday 17th October 2002 you 

will have the opportunity to vote for 
a Mayor for Stoke-on-Trent. 

Steve Batkin, a longstanding 


British National Party (BNP) 
activist is standing as the BNP 
candidate. 

The BNP has absolutely no know- 
ledge of running anything except a 
race hate party which divides com- 
munities instead of getting them to 
work together for a decent life for all 
Stoke residents. 
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Mansfield and District TUC Issue 1 








| | 

| The nazi British National Party (BNP) are out to steal your vote on October 17th in the | 

| mayoral election 

| They want you to think that they are an ordinary political party which cares about 
Mansfield. The truth is that they are a bunch of liars, cheats and criminals who don't | 
give a damn about local people. 
The BNP have no answers to lack of decent jobs, housing or any other of the problems 
we face in Mansfield. The BNP relies on mistrust, lack of information and suspicion to 
spread its poisonous agenda. All too often the BNP is found out to be lying, but by then 
it is too late and the damage has been done. 
The BNP are the enemy of all decent people in Mansfield, yet they want you to vote 

| their candidate, Steven Belshaw, into the Civic Centre as Mayor. 

Remember Hitler's Nazis who mastered the technique of the "big lie"? Just like their | 

| heroes, the BNP will say anything to get a vote 

| A vote for the BNP is a vote for the enemies of all decent people. 





Steven Belshaw (in the white tie), on one of his court appearances 


On this occasion he was found guilty of assaulting trade unionists in the middle of 

Mansfield who were petitioning against the closure of Harlow Wood Hospital. With him, 

fellow BNP/Combat 18 activists. Combat 18 stands for Combat Adolf Hitler (A and H, Ist 
and 8th letters of the alphabet). 











trike we have seen parked outside his house. 

All the same, the left hand did not know what the right 
hand was telling the media and Bellshaw announced 
that he had stood down so as not to split the Green Party’s 
vote. Was the Green candidate dodgy then? Well no, 
he is a lifelong anti-fascist. To add to the confusion, 
the police tell us they have absolutely no reports of an 
S Bellshaw being involved in any road accident. 


Lies and more lies 

There are lies, damn lies and the outpourings of Eddie 
Morrison’s pathetic and shoddy rag, White Sentinel. 
Last month he was calling upon his two and a half readers, 
and one of them is us, not to buy Searchlight as it only 
helps keep us afloat. On a more sinister note, 
he is asking anybody who reads his trash to list bookshops 
selling Searchlight to help him put together a national list of 
our outlets. Dear oh dear, whatever can he be planning to 
do with such a list. 

Of course Eddie cannot leave well alone and goes on to 
write about how Searchlight magazine has received charity 
funding from the Lottery Fund. The term bollocks springs to 
mind. No, Eddie, not a single penny. 

However one of our regular as a clockwork orange 
readers is Eddie himself. Was he not the man who used to 
buy one copy of Searchlight, then photocopy it and sell it on 
to his fellow nazis? 

What Morrison does not appear to grasp that most of our 
nazi readers short of being masochists read Searchlight to 
find out what is actually going on in the parties or groups in 
which they hang out. 

And to think this column did not bother to mention the 
time when Morrison appeared in the television series 
Ready Steady Cook, hosted by a black chef, a few years ago 
with his teenage daughter as a father and daughter team. 
Now how’s that for a bit of race mixing. 

Still, anybody can be a big jellyfish in an incredibly tiny 
pond where a spineless creature like Morrison can scramble 
around in the slime. 


Facing the threat then and now 


Trade unionists have always played a crucial role in the 
anti-fascist movement. From the anti-fascist struggles of 
the 1930s against Oswald Mosley’s Blackshirts to the 
fight against the British National Party (BNP) in 
the elections today trade unionists have been in the 
forefront. 

Because the BNP claims to speak for working people, 
trade unions - the true representatives of Britain’s 
working people — have an important role to play in 
combating the menace. The trade union movement can 
show that economic and social problems can only be 
solved by united campaigns involving black and white 
workers. Meanwhile, the BNP targets the disaffected, 
promising them the world and delivering nothing but 
hate. 

The May 2002 local elections saw the most concerted 
anti-fascist campaign since the 1970s. Anti-fascists 
distributed over 200,000 leaflets door to door, in areas 
the BNP regarded as its heartlands. Three BNP 
councillors were elected in Burnley: there is little doubt 
that more BNP candidates would have been elected 
without the high level of work and activity by anti-fascists 
at the grassroots. 

We are facing a threat from the far right not seen since 
the 1970s. Across the country the BNP averaged 16% of 
the vote in seats the party contested. In Sunderland it 
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polled 28% of the vote in a ward it had never contested 
before. But where the BNP was challenged and fought, 
its vote went down. 

We need to build and develop anti-fascist campaigning 
with the central involvement of trade unionists. There will 
be elections in 2003 and 2004. The BNP will organise 
and stand candidates ... we must begin NOW to organise 
to defeat them. 

The true spirit of trade unionism stands diametrically 
opposed to the politics of the BNP We stand for unity 
and solidarity — an injury to one is an injury to all! 


ééOur equality agenda is not up for sale. If people don’t 
like it they can leave 39 Andy Reid vice president ASLEF 


46 Searchlight has done an enormously important job for 
the anti-racist and anti-fascist movement over a great 
many years. Trade unions must be in the forefront of 
facing the challenge)? 

Brendan Barber deputy general secretary TUC 


44Trade unionists need to mobilise now or we will rue the 
day ... we need to do the grassroots work in workplaces 
and communities 97 

Gloria Mills UNISON, chair TUC Race Relations Committee 





Trade union activists’ network 


As part of our ongoing campaign against the 
BNP we are asking for all union branches, 
regions and trades councils to nominate two 


& Special rates on training and educational materials. 
& New affiliates also receive a copy of our book Facing the 
Threat: Fascism and the Labour Movement. 
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the post-fascist era _ 





by Roger Griffin 


Whatever happened to fascism? 

In the late 1980s Tim Mason, that rarity of rarities, 
an Oxford don who applied Marxist principles to the 
study of Nazism, asked “whatever happened to 
fascism?” He was bemoaning the fact that specialists in 
the study of Nazism seemed to be abandoning any sort 
of comparative perspective when analysing the Third 
Reich. However, if the delirious crowds and serried ranks 
of troops at the Nuremberg Rallies of the 1930s are 
compared with the straggling files of grim-faced, hard- 
core Nazis who still turn out for a march through the 
streets of Wunsiedel every year to commemorate Rudolf 
Hess's birthday (let alone with the British National 
Party’s pathetic attempt to get everyone to party at its 
annual “Red-White-and-Blue” shindig), then the 
custodians of liberal values and the protagonists of a 
more just society could be forgiven for taking Mason's 
question literally. 

Certainly the times they are a’ changing! In the late 
1980s Gianfranco Fini was head of the youth movement 
of the Movimento Sociale Italiano. The MSI was then the 
most powerful and most durable neo-fascist party of 
the postwar era, yet it remained permanently trapped 
in the political ghetto of Italian politics. Now reincarnated 
as leader of the Alleanza Nazionale and one of Italy’s 
most telegenic and electable politicians, Fini recently 
made a point of publicly apologising for the Fascist race 
laws of 1938 that ultimately condemned thousands of 
Italian Jews to be murdered in Auschwitz. It was at least 
an implicit or subliminal admission that pedigree fascist 
blood still courses beneath his mongrel coat! 

Such facts make his claim that we now live in the 
“post-fascist” era seem much more than a piece of 
spin-doctoring. Has the ravenous beast that could cause 
the deaths of millions only two generations ago lost 
its teeth to become a mere shadow of its former self, or, 
to use Mao’s famous phrase, a “paper tiger”? Is “fascism” 
an endangered species, its habitat, like that of 
revolutionary socialism, steadily encroached upon, 
ravaged and contaminated by the inexorable 
globalisation of the political monoculture we could term 
“liberal” capitalism? 


Being brainy about fascism? 

In a phrase made famous by the BBC’s wartime discussion 
programme, The Brains Trust, “it all depends what you 
mean” by fascism. Certainly any definition that stresses the 
style, policies or organisation of interwar fascist regimes — 
the charismatic leader, the uniformed choreography of 
“aesthetic politics’, the territorial expansionism or 
Kafkaesque agencies of ministerial propaganda and 
state terror — makes contemporary fascism dwindle to 
practically microscopic insignificance. Undeniably hot- 


spots remain in urban areas throughout the Western world 
where social and ethnic tensions can still be made to boil 
over into violence by provocative marches held by the 
extreme right or a random act of “racially motivated crime”. 
Yet even if we apply a Marxist approach that assumes 
fascism to be a latent tendency of the capitalist system, it is 
difficult to claim that it is at present of much more than 
nuisance value in the macro-political scheme of things. 
David Renton’s Trotskyite axiom that fascism is a 
“reactionary mass movement” prompts the question 
“where are the masses?” — not to mention the issue of what 
precisely it is that this non-mass movement supposed to 
be reactionary against now that the international red peril 
has melted away like snows in May. 

However, the “new consensus” currently emerging in 
non-Marxist regions of fascist studies suggests a 
different perspective. If fascism is defined in terms of 
a core ideology of ultra-nationalism that aspires to bring 
about the renewal of a nation’s entire political culture, 
then the picture changes. The features so firmly 
associated with it in the popular historical imagination 
cease to be definitional. Instead they can be seen as 
external and time-bound manifestations of the central 
ideological driving force that is its only permanent 
feature: the war against the decadence of society and the 
struggle for national rebirth. The period after 1918 was 
dominated by the feeling that the West was “going 
under”. More precisely, it was undergoing a profound 
political, social, economic and moral crisis that 
seemingly threatened to destroy the fabric of liberal 
capitalist society. The prevailing mood of apocalypse 
and dystopia made the prospect of a “new order” 
irresistible to millions of ordinary citizens. 

It was a profound structural crisis, then, as much 
psychological as material, that released populist 
ideological energies of the extreme left and right bent on 
inaugurating a new age in history. The result was that 
both revolutionary socialism and nationalism naturally 
became elite-led paramilitary and totalitarian mass 
movements (even if the stability of some countries such 
as Britain and Sweden meant that the mass base was 
never more than embryonic). As such they displayed an 
essentially charismatic form of politics — just as 
revolutionary liberalism had done in the French 
Revolution - resulting in the leader cults and the 
liturgical, theatrical, mythic forms of collective political 
behaviour that some political scientists associate with 
“political religions”. 


Fascism coalesces 

There is a scene in the cartoon version of Anastasia where 
thousands of minute green demons emanating from the 
pathological hatred of Rasputin for the Romanov family 
merge into a gigantic devil who hurls down a railway 
bridge to kill the lost princess. (It is a wonderful example 
of Hollywood’s demonisation of communism since the 
same demons have previously been shown whipping up 
the popular hatred against the Tsarist regime that 
exploded in 1917.) In the interwar period the schemes of 
nationalist revolution hatched by the brains of extremist 
ideologues and activists could in the freak conditions 
prevailing in some European countries find resonance 
with large numbers of disoriented citizens disillusioned 
with liberalism and fearful of communism. The result was 
that disparate currents and forms of ultra-nationalism 
coalesced into a critical mass of energy without which 
there can be no populist revolutionary systemic 
movement. At this point a new political formation 
entered history: the armed party-movement, complete 


with a paramilitary wing and a mass base, bent on 
destroying democracy and founding a new type of state. It 
found its most successful form in Mussolini’s Partito 
Nazionale Fascista (PNF) and Hitler's Nationalsozialistische 
Deutsche Arbeiterpartei (NSDAP). 

However, 1945 marked a sea-change in the evolution 
of the extreme right. The rapid recovery of capitalism 
and the paradoxical stability of the “liberal” West 
brought about by the Cold War led to the disappearance 
of the natural habitat for revolutionary forms of 
nationalism, now identified in any case with the cause 
of world war, mass civilian death and the attempted 
genocide of entire categories of human being. Hence the 
critical mass of a cohesive revolutionary movement 
could never be reached. As a result the centre of gravity 
for ultra-nationalism and racism shifted to the left. 
Not only has every postwar attempt to found a modern 
version of the PNF and NSDAP been a dismal failure, but 
mainstream ethnocentrism has found new party- 
political vehicles, namely the diverse formations now 
found in a number of countries on the fringe of 
legitimate liberal values but at the centre of liberal 
politics. These “neo-”, “exclusionary” or “radical right” 
populist parties, far from being revolutionary, embody a 
less overtly racist and more euphemistic version of 
apartheid South Africa’s conservatism. 

The most successful of these have been France’s Front 
National (FN), Belgium’s Vlaams Blok, the Austrian 
Freedom Party (FPO) and Italy’s Lega Nord and Alleanza 
Nazionale, none of which (pace many correspondents of 
Searchlight) are usefully portrayed as “fascist”, let alone 
“neo-Nazi”. It is a sign of the times if Nick Griffin, a 
former National Frontist, is currently trying to 
repackage the, at heart, obstinately neo-Nazi BNP as a 
“modern” populist party on the lines of Jean-Marie Le 
Pen’s FN and Jorg Haider’s FPO in order to give it more 
political credibility and legitimacy. 


Mutate to survive 
So what happened to “real” revolutionary nationalism? 
Like all organisms whose ecological habitat is severely 
“stressed”, it had to mutate to survive. Deprived of the 
conditions in which it had been able to coalesce into 
cohesive charismatic mass movements operating within 
both political and civic space, it now disintegrated back 
into a myriad constituent parts. To pursue further 
organic metaphors (so beloved of ultra-nationalists and 
racists!), the interwar conditions had allowed the 
diversified ideological energies of to take the shape of 
slime mould (myxomycota). This is a sinister, black, 
hybrid life-form made up of countless single-cell 
organisms that thrive in the conditions of extreme damp 
found, for example, in abandoned (and sometimes not 
even abandoned!) English country cottages. Though it 
has no central nervous system, it has the remarkable 
property of forming into a brainless, eyeless super- 
organism that somehow — through a mechanism that 
baffles natural scientists - moves purposefully like a 
mollusc or slug animated by a single consciousness. 
After the war the dank conditions for revolutionary 
nationalism “dried out” to a point where it could no 
longer form into a single-minded slime mould. Since 
party-political space was largely closed to it, even in its 
diminutive versions, it moved increasingly into 
disparate niches within civic and uncivic space, often 
assuming a “metapolitical” mode in which it focussed 
on changing the “cultural hegemony” of the dominant 
liberal capitalist system. In doing this it was consciously 
or not applying a tactic that the guru of the New Right, 
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Alain de Benoist, irreverently dubbed “right-wing 
Gramscism”. Where revolutionary nationalism pursued 
violent tactics they were no longer institutionalised 
and movement-based, but of a sporadic, anarchic, and 
terroristic nature. To the uninitiated observer it seemed 
that where once planets great and small of ultra- 
nationalist energies had dominated the skies, there now 
circled an asteroid belt of fragments, mostly invisible to 
the naked eye. It was all too tempting for those with a 
concept of fascism forged by the momentous events of 
the 1930s to dismiss these groupuscules, as the historian 
Martin Blinkhorn has done, as “too tiny to mention”. 
However, metapoliticisation and groupuscularisation 
were not the only processes that fascism had undergone 
to adapt to new historical conditions. It had also 
internationalised, not just by forming linkages across 
national boundaries, but by seeing its struggle 
increasingly in a supranational context, whether that of 
“Europe’, “Eurasia”, or the Aryan race. Some variants of it 
formed real or imaginary links with the struggles of states 
not aligned with the globalised capitalism and 
“imperialist” perspectives of the First World to produce a 
“Third Positionist” permutation of ultra-nationalism. 
Some of these are so close to extreme left critiques of the 
US-dominated “new world order” that they represent a 
new variant of interwar National Bolshevism. Often this is 
mixed in with elements of the New Right's “differentialist” 
racism that justifies ethnic apartheid through a feigned 
love of cultural diversity, and even with traces of a dark 
green ecologism tailored (and hence travestied) to a far- 
right agenda. This pattern emerges clearly from the 
careers of two former National Front activists, Michael 
Walker (now editor of the British New Right periodical 
The Scorpion) and Troy Southgate, who recently offered 
readers of the web newspaper Pravda (more “truth”!) his 
own fascinating account of the transition of UK far-right 
activists like himself from party politics to the shadowy 
world of Third Positionist groupuscules and beyond (at 
http://english.pravda.ru/main/2002/01/17/25828.html) 


Strength through groupuscularisation 

Perhaps the most significant transformation of all was 
that the groupuscularity forced on fascism by the 
evaporation of its populist base and endemic weakness 
as a party-political force created a new source of 
strength. Though it is unlikely to have been the 
conscious intention of the founders of the first postwar 
groupuscules, the revolutionary right soon developed 
“thizomic” qualities. In other words, the bulk of it is no 
longer made up of parties, each one of which has a tree- 
like organisation with roots and branches, but of small 
autonomous cells of ideology or action whose linkages 
resemble the tangled root-system of some species of 
grass and tuber. These organisms are characterised by 
multiple starts and beginnings which intertwine and 
connect with each other, constantly producing new 
shoots and fruit as others die off in an unpredictable, 
asymmetrical pattern of growth and decay. 

If a political network has a “rhizomic” political 
structure it means that it forms a cellular, centreless, 
leaderless network with ill-defined boundaries and no 
formal hierarchy or rigid organisational matrix to give it 
a unified intelligence. A major example of a rhizomic 
entity is the internet, and it is no coincidence that the 
groupuscular right deploys it so readily. Its anarchic, 
centreless, hierarchy-less structure allows it to store, 
transmit and produce a web of information in a way that 
is impossible to shut down by “taking out” any one of its 
component nodes. 
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The threats of the groupuscular right 

The dangers posed to civil society by the groupuscular 
right are of a different order to those posed by the 
NSDAP. There is no question of it being able to mount a 
successful coup or semi-legal “conquest of power’, let 
alone form a single party state headed by a charismatic 
leader. However the new elusive, diaphanous form 
adopted by much of the fascist right ensures the 
conservation of extremist brews of revolutionary 
nationalism and racism undiluted by the requirements 
of political correctness or considerations of appealing to 
an electorate. It also allows fascist ideology to evolve 
constantly, responding to such issues as the end of the 
Cold War, the rise of ecological concerns, the alleged 
threats of mass immigration, the homogenisation of 
Europe by the euro, and the globalisation of culture and 
economics without the requirement to generate feasible 
political policies with which to combat the latest 
symptoms of “decadence”. As such it continues to 
provide a plentiful supply of revolutionary schemes for a 
new order based on the need for roots, belonging, 
difference and “spirit”. 

It is the availability of these utopian schemes at the 
touch of a mouse that helps keep the “virtual 
community” of fascists alive, creating an imagined 
Volksgemeinschaft of kindred spirits united globally in 
the hatred of the Liberals’ democracy and the left’s 
vision of social justice. Those influenced by the New 
Right or Third Positionism pose another ideological 
danger by deliberately setting out to hijack left-wing 
critiques of the status quo. They then carefully edit and 
recontextualise them so that they serve to corroborate 
an extreme right-wing analysis and agenda couched in 
“metapolitical” anti-Western terms. 

But the danger of the groupuscular right is not only at 
the level of the challenge to “cultural hegemony”. 
Its existence as a permanent, practically unsuppressible 
ingredient of civil and uncivil society also ensures 
the continued “production” of racists and fanatics. 
On occasion these are able to subvert democratic, 
pacifist opposition to globalisation, as has been seen 
when they have infiltrated the “No Logo” movement with 
a revolutionary, violent dynamic all too easily exploited 
by governments to tar all protesters with the same brush. 
Others choose instead to pursue the path of entryism by 
joining mainstream reformist parties, thus ensuring that 
both mainstream conservative parties and neo-populist 
parties contain a fringe of ideologically “prepared” hard- 
core extremists. Moreover, while the semi-clandestine 
groupuscular form now adopted by hard-core activist 
and metapolitical fascism cannot spawn the uniformed 
paramilitary cadres of the 1930s, it is ideally suited to 
breeding lone wolf terrorists and self-styled “political 
soldiers” in trainers and bomber-jackets dedicated to a 
tactic of subversion known in Italian as “spontaneism’. 
By reading the rationalised hate that they find on their 
screens as a revelation they transform their brooding 
malaise into a sense of mission and turn the servers of 
their book-marked web groupuscules into their masters. 


Metapolitical terror 

One of the earliest such acts of terrorism on record harks 
back to halcyon pre-PC days. When Kohler Gundolf 
committed the Oktoberfest bombing in 1980 it was 
initially attributed to a “nutter” working independently 
of the organised right. Yet it later transpired that he had 
been a member of the West German groupuscule, 
Wehrsportgruppe Hoffmann. It also emerged at the trial 
of the “Oklahoma bomber’, Timothy McVeigh, that he 


had been deeply influenced by the USA's thriving 
groupuscular right subculture. His disaffection with the 
contemporary state of the nation had been politicised 
by his exposure to the shadowy revolutionary subculture 
created by the patriotic militias, rifle clubs and 
survivalists. In particular, his belief that he had been 
personally called to do something to break ZOG’s (the 
so-called Zionist Occupation Government) stranglehold 
on America had crystallised into a plan on reading The 
Turner Diaries by William Pierce, head of the National 
Alliance. 

As for the London nail-bomber David Copeland, the 
police, not clued up about the “groupuscular right”, 
initially stated he had no connections with any right-wing 
organisation, which in an interwar perspective is quite 
true. Yet he proved to have been heavily influenced by 
Christian Identity and the UK-based National Socialist 
Movement as well as The Turner Diaries. In his case the 
internet played a crucial role in his recruitment into the 
private militia of lone and lonely terrorists dedicated to 
bringing about a radical change to the system. It also 
provided him with the information he needed to make 
nail-bombs (see Graeme McLagan and Nick Lowles, Mr 
Evil. The Secret Life of the Racist Bomber and Killer David 
Copeland, 2000). The most recent example of this 
phenomenon to hit the headlines is the attempt by 
Maxime Brunerie to assassinate Jacques Chirac on 14 July 
(Bastille Day!) 2002. As Searchlight’s own research 
underlines (No 326, August 2002, pp. 5-7), he was a typical 
product of the modernisation of fascism, a political 
soldier in an army of one, “trained” through numerous 
voluntary visits to the groupuscular right’s ideological 
boot-camps. (It would be worth while investigating 
further to establish whether, David Tovey, the Oxfordshire 
racist convicted last month for building up a private 
arsenal of lethal weaponry for use in a coming race war, 
really had “no links with violent far-right extremist 
groups” as the police maintain. It turns out he had 
corresponded with the BNP and the periodicals on 
terrorist know-how he had obtained from sources in the 
US suggest he may well have strayed into the bizarre anti- 
matter universe of the groupuscular right). 


Catnapping 

This line of analysis suggests that fascism’s watchdogs, 
whether liberal or Marxist, may have to develop new 
ways of conceptualising the fascist right as an evolving, 
mutating political animal if they are to evaluate the 
threat it still poses to society. Like the Cheshire Cat in 
Alice in Wonderland, postwar fascism has substantially 
lost its corporeality in conventional political space as a 
mass party and largely dematerialised as a revolutionary 
movement, leaving in many instances little more than a 





few sardonic smiles or fanatical stares in the virtual 
space of the internet. However, in its rhizomic 
reincarnation, it still survives as a whole much greater 
than the sum of its parts. Moreover, it is a form of 
political extremism largely invisible to traditional 
techniques of detection, and thus invulnerable both to 
conventional forms of “counter-intelligence” charged 
with protecting democracy, and to physical forms of 
“street action’ modelled on such iconic events in left- 
wing history as Cable Street, Grosvenor Square and 
Wood Green. 

Granted, the revolutionary threat posed to liberal 
capitalist society by the members of fascism’s would-be 
mass movements and their anaemic blood brothers 
lurking in populist parties is minimal. Yet, it is still 
important not to doze off into somnambulist 
complacency about its ability to “go forth and multiply” 
in the post-fascist age within its new groupuscular 
mutation, as a number of terrorist wake-up calls by 
those in its thrall have dramatically underlined. If my 
analysis is “right” (or as we academics say, “heuristically 
useful”), the time has come even for Searchlight to 
modify the frequency of the beam it uses to spot the new 
species of political animal lurking under the sofas and 
futons of democracy, prowling in the stairwells and 
broom-cupboards of power, or snugly ensconced in the 
nooks and crannies of civil society. For as the French 
specialist on the extreme right, Pierre-André Taguieff, 
reminds us: 

Neither “fascism” nor “racism” will do us the favour of 
returning in such a way that we can recognise them 
easily. If vigilance was only a game of recognising 
something already well-known, then it would only be a 
question of remembering. Vigilance would be reduced to 
a social game using reminiscence and identification by 
recognition, a consoling illusion of an immobile history 
peopled with events which accord with our expectations 
or our fears. 

Which is a very un-Marxist way of looking at history! 


Roger Griffin lectures at Oxford Brookes University and is the 
author of The Nature of Fascism (Routledge, 1993). He is 
at present compiling a five-volume anthology of secondary 


sources on fascism for publication in the Routledge “Critical — Left, Troy 
Concepts” series. He edited the special issue of Patterns of Southgate. 
Prejudice devoted to the groupuscular right (vol 36, no 3, Below, his 
2002). His article on this phenomenon, “From slime mould article on the 
to rhizome: an introduction to the groupuscular right”, will “Pravda” 
appear in Patterns of Prejudice, vol 37, no 1 (Jan 2003). website 
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two distinct choices - both of which are considered inadequate - we often look for a third alternative. In the 
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and experimented with selfdisciple and denial. Consequently, after driving himself to the very brink of| |were not niggers! - (82) 
| starvation the Prince realised that there was ‘a middle way’ beyond both luxury and asceticism. In this case, 
jit was the path of meditation and detachment, a process in which both lifestyles were transcended and 
j overcome. 
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|the search for an alternative to Capitalism during the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries. The| | READY 4 IRAQI WAR “7 - 
| ‘solution’, as we know only too well, was Cornmunism. In fact the last century may be rightly perceived as| | (75) 

| having been a furious historical battleground for two highly adversarial and bitterly-opposed ideologies. But 
Jas Hilaire, Reline. ahserver in The Restor 











Searchlight November 2002 21 





1940s anti- 
fascist 
cartoon 


tg 


“Tell me, chum, in case I got it wrong. What was it we were fighting during the war?’ 





Misfits, dullards 


and outcasts 





Fascist support after World War Two 


by Nicholas Hillman 


cademics do not share many views. But one area 
where they do sometimes agree is on the nature of 
the far right’s support. 

When Will Browning of Combat 18 asked “Why am I 
surrounded by such ‘misfits’?”, he was unwittingly 
deploying the same description that George Thayer had 
used for an earlier generation of right-wing extremists. 
“Those members whom I have seen in the Union 
Movement are”, he wrote, “the misfits, the dullards and 
the outcasts of society”. 

The knowledge that many grassroots fascists are 
outside the main run of society is often assumed, 
however, rather than considered in any detail. Research 
has focused instead on explaining how people like 
Oswald Mosley, A K Chesterton and the novelist Henry 
Williamson came to hold racist views. David Baker's 
thorough biography of Chesterton concludes, for 
example, that people should recognise “some fascists 
are relatively ‘normal’ human beings, living in abnormal 
cultural and historical contexts”. 

Other work has concentrated on the humdrum 
background of many far right supporters. For example, 
Thomas Lineham’s work on the membership of the 
British Union of Fascists in the East End of London 
provides a wealth of detail that has altered perceptions 
of interwar fascism. But even this does not enable us to 
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build up a complete picture of fascist support. 

There are three particular reasons why we should not 
forget that many people on the far right are distinctly 
odd. The first is to enable us to know the real meaning of 
right-wing extremism. It is well understood that the 
public policies of fascist parties are very different to 
their real, private, beliefs. Equally, the public faces of 
fascism often conceal more than they reveal — when 
John Tyndall, the former leader of the British National 
Party, was trying to provide a new respectability to the 
BNP by renouncing his jackboot past, the London nail- 
bomber David Copeland was attending BNP meetings. 

Another reason for studying the full picture of fascist 
support is that in periods such as now, when people are 
voting for far-right parties in considerable numbers, it is 
particularly important to show how little the ordinary 
voter has in common with dedicated fascists. 

The less normal supporters of fascism also provide 
substantial material with which to ridicule the far right. 
Some elements of fascism are beyond parody but, as 
Charlie Chaplin, P G Wodehouse and many others have 
tried to show, extremism provides plenty of comic material. 

Ever since the creed first arrived in Britain, unstable 
characters have been attracted to fascism. According to 
the memoirs of Leslie Paul, a churchman living in the 
East End, the first recruits included “bitter, hopeless and 
even degenerating individuals whose unwantedness 
had become the very core of their lives”. 

Searchlight has shown that what is true of the 
1920s and 1930s applies in buckets to fascist 
support in contemporary Britain. But one period 
of study remains comparatively untouched. My 
research on the far right during and immediately 
after World War Two shows this period provides a 
very good case study of how extremism can attract 
people who are outside the main run of society. 

Between 700 and 800 British fascists were 
imprisoned without trial during the war. Many 
were relatively unaffected by their internment, but 
those who were already vulnerable found life 
much harder. According to documents in the 
Public Record Office, six people detained on the 
Isle of Man had to be transferred to mental 
hospital. Joe Beckett, the former heavy-weight 
champion of Great Britain, also broke down under 
the experience. 

Captain Thomas Guillaume St Barbe Baker MC, 
who had joined the BUF on the outbreak of 
war under the name Colonel Moore-Hope and 
who had links with other extremist groups, 
began a new religion during his imprisonment. 


He claimed that Christ was the first National Socialist 
and Hitler the “coming Messiah”. Despite his partner’s 
disapproval, he also claimed that a scar on his infant 
son’s forehead was a swastika which proved the child 
was a combination of Hitler and Christ. When someone 
doubted this story, St Barbe Baker “lost all sense of 
control, raved and shrieked like a maniac and banged 
his head against the wall”. Some officials regarded his 
new religion as a money-making scam, but other people 
believed his mind was “unbalanced to the point of 
insanity”. 

James Battersby, the former BUF District Leader in 
Southport who was known as the “mad hatter” by other 
fascists, was one of the people influenced by St Barbe 
Baker. The two of them told the camp commandant that 
he and his family would be saved, as St Paul’s jailer was 
saved in the Acts of the Apostles, if they were released. 

After the war, Battersby became the General Secretary 
of the Legion of Christian Reformers and helped to 
establish a religious centre in Sussex. He also wrote 
The Holy Book of Adolf Hitler, which argued that the 
Germans were appointed by God to be lords of the earth: 
“The God has indeed come down from heaven and his 
name is Adolf Hitler”. Soon afterwards, he killed himself 
by jumping into the paddles of the Mersey Ferry Boat. 
His suicide note claimed that “Through the sacrifice of 
the Aryan martyr the world victory is assured”. 

Many other minor postwar fascists were also 
mentally unstable. John Alban Webster, who had come 
to the attention of Special Branch “first as a communist, 
later as a Trotskyist; for a period in 1939-40 as an Irish 
republican and libertarian, and since 1940 as a fascist”, 
led the British Workers Party for National Unity. By 1949 
he had again changed sides and was speaking against 
antisemitism as a member of the Sun Worshippers’ 
Fellowship. Special Branch also took an interest in 
William John Stacey of the Imperial Protestant 
Guards of Great Britain, whom they considered to be 
“mentally unbalanced and suffer[ing] from a form of 
religious mania’. 

Another extremist whose activity caused concern was 
Geoffrey Wladislas Vaile. He called himself “His Majesty 
Wladyslaw the Fifth, By the Grace of God King of Poland, 
Hungary and Bohemia, Grand Duke of Lithuania, Silesia 
and the Ukraine, Hospodar of Moldavia etc., High Priest 
of the Sun” and ran the Polish Royalist Association from 
Little Bookham in Surrey. His journal the Right Review: 
The Official Organ of the Royal House of Poland included 
a feature entitled “Speech from the Throne” and he 
bestowed knighthoods and large tracts of Polish land on 
his dedicated followers. 

John G Hargrave, who founded the Kindred of the 
Kibbo Kift in 1920 and the Greenshirts for Social Credit 
in 1932, claimed to be anti-fascist. After the war, 
however, he associated with a number of former BUF 
members, such as the aircraft manufacturer (and the 
first Englishman to fly) Sir Alliot Verdon-Roe, Henry 
Williamson and the tank expert Major-General J F C 
Fuller. Hargrave increasingly believed that the power of 
the sun was closely linked to social credit and his news- 
sheet, Message from Hargrave, featured some very 
bizarre articles: “Bang-on and Crack-O! Logic never won 
fair lady! Prehistoric Monsters get bogged. Don't get. 
ARISE AND FIGHT, YE SONS OF LIGHT!”. One piece was 
entitled, “ANOTHER SHILLING IN THE SOLAR METER, 
PLEASE! (clink! Thank you! Z-w-oo000-p! - we're off! -)”. 

Hargrave was a follower of Charles D Boltwood, who 
claimed to be in touch with the Victorian writer Charles 
Kingsley. Boltwood believed that people who were ill 


could cure themselves of disease if they recited one of 
his “affirmations” before taking his recommended 
treatment. For tuberculosis he advised the eating of air. 
Hargrave gained a Degree of Practitioner of Spiritual 
Science, which Boltwood’s Universal Centre of Light and 
Liberation sold for £20, and he claimed to have cured 
over 300 people through “Solar Energy” and “The Power 
of Resolute Imagination”. 

Such oddities deserve more than a footnote because 
the leading fascists themselves relied on some 
extraordinary people. One of Mosley’s closest confidants 
after the war was Alf Flockhart, the former BUF leader in 
Shoreditch. In the 1930s, Flockhart had been convicted 
several times for incidents at fascist meetings. He was also 
implicated in the disturbances at the Peveril internment 
camp in September 1941 and was placed in jail until the 
middle of 1942. After his release, he became Social 
Secretary of the 18B Detainees (British) Aid Fund, which 
raised money for the families of fascist internees, and 
then Secretary of the Union Movement. He continued, 
however, to extend his criminal record. After a second 
conviction for public indecency, he lost his job to Jeffrey 
Hamm and was forced out of the party. He has been 
ignored by both fascists and academics ever since, but it 
would be useful to know more about the man who did so 
much to re-establish fascism in Britain. 

On four separate occasions Trevor Grundy, a leading 
member of the Mosley Youth whose father had been 
interned during the war, asked a colleague to cease 
informing people that the real leader of the Union 
Movement was Hitler's ghost. The boy involved, Derek 
Ashton, believed he was a reincarnation of Horst Wessel 
and was eventually expelled from the party. He joined a 
neo-Nazi group, but was disappointed because “they 
don’t see the Fiihrer the same way I do. The Fiithrer was 
God, much more than Jesus Christ.” Soon afterwards he 
was found drowned in the Rhine. 

A K Chesterton established his journal Candour with 
money from Robert Key Jeffrey, an expatriate who lived 
in Chile. Jeffrey lived on a diet of walnuts, porridge and 
salads and kept bathtubs full of walnuts, as he lived in 
fear of a possible shortage. Many of the activities of the 
League of Empire Loyalists, which was founded by 
Chesterton in 1954 and which merged with the British 
National Party to become the National Front in 1967, 
were funded by Jeffrey. Chesterton himself also had 
difficulties with food — he disliked handling it so much 
that he used a fork and spoon to eat biscuits. 

Arnold Leese, the leader of the inter-war Imperial 
Fascist League, remained active after the war. As well as 
publishing his own journal, Gothic Ripples, and 
establishing the Anti-Jewish Interest and Information 
Bureau, he was involved with the British People’s Party, 
the National Workers Party and the British Empire Party. 
His views were even more extreme than before the war 
and Richard Thurlow has argued that “his increased 
willingness to suffer persecution for his strange beliefs 
hinted at a progressive form of abnormality”. It was 
reported in the press in the late 1940s that Leese had 
taught his cat to give the fascist salute before eating. 

No one wants to be considered strange and 
particularly not the sort of people who are attracted to 
fascism’s claims to represent strength, virility and 
national and ethnic uniformity. That is why it is so 
important for anti-fascists to show that the history of 
fascism is not just about misguided individuals. It is also 
the story of various cranks, outcasts and criminals who 
are more worthy of medical and legal attention than 
they are public support. 
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The secret 
that lurks 


deep in the 
US far right 


The Terrorist Next Door: The Militia 
Movement and the Radical Right 

By Daniel Levitas 

Thomas Dunne Books, St Martin’s Press. 
507 pages, plus photographs. $26.95 
Reviewed by Leonard Zeskind 


hamburger stands and the omnipresence of Cable 
Network News, Europeans must find the political 
culture of the United States baffling. Even access to the 
worldwide web cannot adequately explain the fervid 


Di an insidious invasion by McDonald’s 


attachment to guns and religion that shapes our 


national identity. Here myriad “Christian” movements 
grip civil society more surely than Queen Elizabeth's 
crown fits her head. Here the National Rifle Association 
can swing a Democratic majority over into the 
Republican column. Where in Europe have “gun rights” 
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activists cast the deciding votes in an election? And 
where can Brits and other Europeans learn the history 
and politics of that most quintessential Americanist of 
white-wing movements: the Posse Comitatus and its 
Christian patriot and militia descendants? Fortunately, 
Dan Levitas has provided the answer in The Terrorist 
Next Door: The Militia Movement and the Radical Right. 

When asked to explain what the term “Posse 
Comitatus” means, journalists usually begin by 
translating the words into the phrase “the power of 
the county”. They then discuss a drive for local control. 
How else to understand a movement that opposes the 
current established political and social order, yet stands 
in the oldest of American traditions? That wraps itself in 
the red, white and blue, yet is revered by the brownshirt 
and swastika armband. That is militant, even violent, 
but attracts average white people as if it was a Rotary 
Club or Brotherhood of Elks. 

Well, Levitas successfully demonstrates that the Posse 
Comitatus is all of the above, yet much more. He shows 
how it was founded on the unequivocally racist and 
antisemitic theology of Christian Identity: the belief that 
Jews are satanic, and that black people and other peoples 
of colour are less fully human. That the Posse holds laws 
enacted by local, state and federal legislatures as 
secondary to what they call “Christian common law”. 
That a fundamental divide separates the citizenship rights 
of white Christians and those of all others. And he tells the 
story of how this organisation and this ideology animated 
three decades of far-right activity. First in the tax protest 
movement of the 1970s, then in the farm crisis of the 
1980s, and finally in the militia movement of the 1990s, the 
Posse Comitatus phenomenon swelled with new recruits 
drawn from the mainsprings of middle American life. 

Levitas first encountered the Posse and other white 
supremacists two decades ago, while working for a group 
called Prairiefire Rural Action in Iowa. At that time he 
carried two portfolios. One was as an advocate for family 
farmers facing economic and social dislocation. With the 
second he fought off the hate-mongers blowing across 
the prairie like an ill wind. Over the next years he became 
a preeminent student of racist and antisemitic 
organisations and a leading activist in the movement to 
oppose them. He wrote widely, including an 
encyclopedia entry on antisemitism and as an editor and 
contributor to the 1992 volume, When Hate Groups Come 
To Town. He has testified repeatedly as an expert witness 
on hate groups for state and federal courts in the United 
States, as well as for Canadian courts. With unmatched 
investigative zeal and a multi-layered knowledge of his 
subject, Levitas has now written the most comprehensive 
and (accurate) book on the Posse Comitatus, the militia 
movement and the rural radical right. 

The Terrorist Next Door weaves the broad tapestry 
Europeans need to understand the particularities of this 
very American topic. It also serves as a corrective to 
many of the mistaken notions that have plagued other 
accounts. And it will fascinate the average non- 
specialist reader. If it sounds like I’m a Levitas fan, I am. 
He and I have worked closely together for 20 years, 
including years as friends of Searchlight in the United 
States. But any objective critic will have to acknowledge 
that he has told here a groundbreaking story. 

Levitas traces the origins of the sheriff's posse back to 
jurisprudence in 13th century England. He also nails the 
original Posse Comitatus Act, passed in 1878, to the 
return of Southern-style white supremacy after the Civil 
War. He shows how that law was designed to prevent 
Union troops from protecting the rights and lives of newly 


freed slaves in the post-Civil War South. Using a few main 
characters as his narrative needle, he successfully threads 
the reader through the right wing in the 1950s and 1960s, 
when the battle to preserve Jim Crow segregation was 
fought on an ever-shifting Cold War terrain. One moment 
McCarthyism bolstered antisemitic conspiracy myths 
and decimated the communist and socialist movements. 
In the next, President Eisenhower called in federal troops 
and ensured the desegregation of schools in Little Rock, 
Arkansas. By plumbing these depths, Levitas’s history 
challenges some of the received wisdom by which that 
period is understood. 

Most importantly, Levitas finally corrects the record 
on the origins of the contemporary Posse Comitatus. For 
almost 30 years, the FBI and others have described one 
Mike Beach of Portland, Oregon as the Posse’s founder. 
Not so, Levitas writes. And he has the documentary 
evidence to show that the founder was actually Bill Gale, 
and that Beach copied Gale’s propaganda and claimed it 
as his own. Gale is the central defining character in this 
book. It was Gale who grafted the tax protest movement 
onto the trunk of Christian Identity theology. 

It was also Gale’s ideas and personality that tortured 
the situation in the rural Midwest. Family farmers, 
organised by the American Agriculture Movement, rode 
tractors to Washington DC, staged courthouse protests 
and fought both Presidents Carter and Reagan on 
federal agricultural policy. The Posse Comitatus and 
other white supremacists sensed in this conflict a 
harvest of new recruits. And they spread across the 
countryside like a herd of locusts. For a while, the Posse 
turned the battle over the price farmers received for 
their corn harvest into a blind alley fight against the 
mythical “international Jewish banking conspiracy”, 
instead of one targeting multinational grain traders and 
politicians who benefited from their largesse. 
Progressive farmers’ organisations, faced with this 
problem of antisemitism eating away at their own ranks, 
were divided over solutions. Most wanted to ignore the 
problem at first. A few tried to link the fight against 
antisemitism to a more general campaign under the 
aegis of presidential candidate Jesse Jackson. The most 
effective response, however, turned out to be 
confronting the problem directly. Utilising his one-time 
position inside the farmers’ advocacy movement, 
Levitas skilfully parses these dilemmas. 

In stark and intimate detail, Levitas also shows a 
parallel controversy in the Jewish community. The Anti- 
Defamation League (ADL), the one Jewish institution 
that presumed to be standing guard, was actually asleep 
at its post. Virtually blinded by its own ideological neo- 
conservatism, the ADL refused to take even its own 
polling data seriously. As a result, alternative solutions 
grew up, outside already established channels. And these 
solutions may yet be relevant in other venues, beyond 
the American Midwest, where antisemitism raises its 
head and draws a mass following. 

Levitas continues his history through the 1990s, with 
the first emergence of the militias and the bombing in 
Oklahoma City. By this reckoning, the militia was the 
most recent mass incarnation of the Posse Comitatus. 
And he demonstrates conclusively that it is impossible 
completely to understand the former without a firm 
knowledge of the latter. For Europeans unversed in the 
particularities of the American far right, Levitas fully 
connects the Posse and the militia. Understanding that 
connection should answer any lingering questions about 
armed paramilitaries marching under the banner of 
Constitutional fundamentalism. The footprint they leave 








is assuredly white; and not some mottled 
“anti-government” or “populist” colour. 

The story that will spin the reader like a 
top, however, is the personal biography 
of William Potter Gale, who was an 
avowed and ideological antisemite. 
To Gale, Jews ran the world in a nasty 
conspiracy to destroy “white” civilisation just 
as surely as the sun rose in the East. Jews were, to 
use Gale’s oft-repeated slur, “Satan’s Spawn’. 
His was an old sentiment, of course, reflected in 
Christian discourse from the “Gospel of John” 
through Martin Luther and the Protestant Reformation 
down to pre-Vatican Two Catholic theology. In this case, 
however, Levitas proves that Gale himself was one of the 
spawn. That's right. William Potter Gale, who asked 
the question “how do you get a Jew out of the tree”, and 
answered it “cut the rope’, was himself born of Russian 
Jewish immigrants. In fact, all of Gale’s paternal 
ancestors were devout Jews. Before Levitas, no one had 
discovered this hidden story. And you will read about it in 
full detail for the first time in The Terrorist Next Door. 

This book pulls the reader through 350 pages of history 
with the ease and grace of a good story, well told. An 
additional 35-page chronology starts with the 13th 
century legal origins of the concept of a posse comitatus 
as found in medieval British law and ends with the terror 
bombings of 11 September 2001. Three appendices help 
flesh out matters and pictures from the Gale family 
photo album add to the drama. Add over 100 pages of 
source-drenched endnotes, and finally a scholarly and 
accessible text has arrived to tell this most American of 
stories to the whole world. 





This book will be available from Searchlight soon or via 
www.amazon.co.uk 
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FRANCE/ITALY 
Nazis rock for dead icon 


Nazi skinheads in Italy and France commemorated the 
death of the bonehead icon Jan Stuart Donaldson with 
concerts in September. They had more success than 
their nazi comrades in Britain, whose event ended in 
chaos after Searchlight got on their trail. 

In Alsace, France, over 1,500 nazi skins gathered to 
hear the bands Intimidation One from Portland in the 
USA, Skalinger, Boshaft, Final War, Confident of Victory 
and Radikahl from Germany, Saga from Sweden and 
Injustice Side from Italy. The event was plunged into a 
massive drunken brawl after a punch-up over women 
broke out between the lead singer of Boshaft and Saga’s 
security crew. 

In Italy, a memorial concert in Milan featured bands 
from Germany and Italy, together with the British nazi 
band Warlord. Top of the bill at the event, which was 
organised by the Veneto Fronte Skinheads and attended 
by more than 600 people, was Stigger, the former 
guitarist in Donaldson's band, Skrewdriver. 


FRANCE 
Racist shoots teenager dead 


A demented racist ran amok in the northern city of 
Dunkirk on 5 October, seriously wounding three 
immigrants and killing another. In the first attack, the 
45-year-old man, who was clad in camouflage fatigues 
and wore a false beard and moustache, drove a Jeep in 
front of a cafe frequented by North African immigrants, 


Subscribe to Searchlight 


£24 UK individuals 
£18 UK concessions* £32 UK organisations 


Name/organisation 





£43 Non Europe individuals 




















































































































































































































wound down the window and opened fire with a rifle, 
screaming, “I’m going to kill the lot of you”, before 
driving away. 

Less than a hour later, he turned up outside a shop 
and shot dead 17-year-old Mohamed Maghara, who had 
been standing on the pavement and talking with friends. 
The killer, who has not yet been named, was arrested 
36 hours later after being turned in by a friend. Police 
said although he was undoubtedly a racist, “he does not 
belong to any organisation”. 

Several thousand people staged a protest march on 
the evening of the murder and Prime Minister Jean- 
Pierre Raffarin and Nicolas Sarkozy, the Interior 
Minister, issued strong public condemnations of the 
shootings. 


POLAND 
IBM machines used at Auschwitz 


Edwin Black, the American author of the controversial 
book JBM and the Holocaust, has said new documentary 
evidence confirms that a German branch of the US 
computer giant ran a wartime office very close to the 
Auschwitz death camp and that the Nazis used its 
machines to collect data on their victims. According to 
Black, documents newly discovered by Piotr Setkiewicz, 
the Polish archivist at the camp museum, have located 
the IBM office in the IG Farben chemical works in the 
Auschwitz III camp, an industrial centre. During the war, 
numerous German industrial concerns exploited forced 
labour at the camp, working tens of thousands of people 
to death. 
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GERMANY 


Fascists routed at the polls and on the streets 


From Tammy Wild in Berlin 


GERMANY’S FAR RIGHT took a battering in September's 
elections to the federal parliament, the Bundestag. 
The hard-fought duel between the Social Democrat- 
Greens coalition, led by the incumbent Chancellor 
Gerhard Schréder, and the conservative CDU-CSU bloc, 
led by the right-wing Bavarian Prime Minister Edmund 
Stoiber, culminated in the reelection of the coalition but 
with a reduced majority. 

Commentators were unanimous that the return of 
Schréder as Chancellor was primarily a negative vote 
against Stoiber, whose policies included support for US 
plans to wage war on Iraq and attacks on the social 
welfare system. 

For the fascists the results were catastrophic. They failed 
to make the leap over the 5% barrier needed to win seats 
in parliament. But while the decline of the Republican 
Party continued everywhere, the party barely reaching 2% 
even in its former strongholds in the southern states of 
Baden-Wiirttemberg and Bavaria, the nazi German 
National Democratic Party (NPD) was able to celebrate 
some slight local gains in eastern Germany. 

In Brandenburg, the NPD managed an average of 1.5% 
of the vote — its highest score nationally — and in Saxony 
it scored 1.4%. In some small villages in Saxony, 
however, between 7% and 10% of voters supported the 
NPD, which shows how deeply entrenched the party is 
in a few areas. Altogether 214,000 people voted for the 
NPD nationally but this was not enough to make 
the party eligible for cash refunds from the state for its 
campaign. 

The fascist profile was altogether lower than in the 
national elections four years ago. The German People’s 
Union did not contest the elections, the Republican 
campaign looked jaded and the NPD ran into anti-fascist 
opposition, its events being generally poorly attended. 

A new right-wing force, the Law and Order Party 
(PRO), led by the law and order crazed judge Ronald 
Schill, was also wiped out as far-right voters plumped 
for Stoiber. Even in its Hamburg stronghold, where last 
year it polled 19.4%, the PRO was only able to win 4% 
and nationally it took a mere 0.8%. 

Aware that it stood no electoral chance and still fearful 
of being banned, the NPD has been trying to maintain 
the frantic pace of activity it has established since 
soaking up so many activists from banned nazi 
grouplets. 

On 14 September, an NPD demonstration in the 
southern city of Freiburg im Breisgau turned into farce 
when, confronted by 15,000 anti-fascists, the 108 nazis 
were given an area of 30m by 70m in which to march 
silently in front of the station. In a further humiliation, 
the police ordered them to remove their boots and 
march in their socks, to the great hilarity of the anti- 


fascists who had been mobilised by the DGB trade 
union federation. 

The day turned into a massive celebration by anti- 
fascists who held a rally and listened to speeches and 
rock music which boomed out from two huge stages. 
The anti-fascist demonstration and rally, under the 
slogan “Freiburg stands up”, was backed by a broad 
alliance of trade unions, political parties, anti-fascist 
groups, youth organisations, churches and _ local 
businesses, including the city’s major department stores. 

The NPD’s next big outing should have been a march 
in Munich on 12 October against the Crimes of the 
Wehrmacht exhibition. Last time the exhibition was 
there, in February 1997, the nazis mobilised almost 
6,000 people and were supported by right-wing 
Bavarian conservatives. This time, they could only 
muster 300 and were unable to complete their march 
through the city centre after 3,000 anti-fascists rallied 
outside the DGB’s headquarters and blocked their path. 
The police prevented the nazis from wearing their usual 
“bomber jacket and boots” uniforms, banned them 
from chanting extremist slogans and arrested 20 of 
them. It was another humiliation. 

In the NPD’s current plight, all that it needed was Nick 
Griffin, leader of the British National Party, turning up 
with his begging bowl. Griffin recently attended the 
“Pressefest” of the NPD’s rag Deutsche Stimme, where he 
was a co-speaker with a horde of convicted nazis who 
used to belong to violent fascist organisations that are 
now illegal. He also featured as a main speaker at the 
NPD’s “summer university” in Saarbriicken, where he 
held forth about the “achievements” of the BNP. 

It is ironic that, after publicly claiming that the BNP 
needs to move away from Hitlerites, he has opted to 
surround himself with and be applauded by hundreds of 
them, all belonging to a party the German authorities 
want to ban on the grounds of its nazism. 
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NETHERLANDS 


From Jeroen Bosch of Alert! in Utrecht 


Academic supports nazi 
‘Black Widow’ 


AN ACADEMIC at the University of Amsterdam has 
been suspended after he wrote a letter of solidarity 
to a veteran nazi. Dr Boudewijn Heuts of the Institute 
for Life Sciences contacted Florrie Rost van 
Tonningen in September after a television broadcast, 
called Het Zwarte Schaap (the Black Sheep), in 
which she was confronted by people critical of her 
ideas and work. 

His letter said: “Like you, I hope that at least a part of, 
for example, the Northern European or the Australian 
race will be saved by (so-called ‘nazi’ or ‘racist’) groups, 
who will make themselves strong enough not to mix 
with other races”. 

Florrie Rost van Tonningen, 88, is the widow of 
Meinoud Rost van Tonningen, a leading official of the 
National Socialist Movement (NSB) in The Netherlands 
before and during the Second World War. Known as the 
“Black Widow”, Rost van Tonningen still advocates 
nazism and remains a highly respected figure in 
international nazi circles, the more so because she knew 
Hitler and Himmler personally. 

Dr Heuts said he wanted to show her some light at 
the end of her life, which has been so tough for her. 
“I had to do that according to my conscience,” he 
declared, “I wanted to take a stand against what has 
been done to her.” 


imagine 


His letter also complained that the television 
programme did not try to understand “what they did to 
you by killing your husband”. Officially, Meinoud Rost 
van Tonningen died in a prison accident after the war, 
but his widow claims that the Dutch government 
ordered his murder. 

Rost van Tonningen’s villa has since the early 1970s 
been a place of nazi pilgrimage, where nazis of all ages 
gather for lectures and ancient Teutonic rituals. At the 
start of the 1980s, she founded the Consortium De 
Levensboom, which distributes nazi literature, 
organises meetings and tries to promote the formation 
of a new fascist party in The Netherlands. To this end she 
negotiated with the late Hans Janmaat of the right-wing 
extremist Centrum Democraten and Wim Vreeswijk of 
the Nederlands Blok, the now defunct sister party of the 
Vlaams Blok in Belgium. 

Rost van Tonningen is still a cult figure in Germany 
and lectures to enthusiastic audiences of SS veterans and 
families. She often attends the annual Yzerbedevaart 
(Iron Pilgrimage) in Diksmuide, Belgium, where she is 
guaranteed a warm reception from her hard-core nazi fans. 

At the beginning of the 1990s, Rost van Tonningen was 
convicted for circulating racist and antisemitic literature 
and fined for insulting the Jewish community. She was 
not deterred and continues to distribute nazi hate books 
in English and German. 

Her much publicised plan to turn her villa into an 
exhibition centre for nazi paraphernalia and study 
centre for “racial research” went awry, when the local 
mayor denounced her. She then tried to buy a property 
near Dortmund, Germany, formerly owned by Himmler, 
signing off her abortive fundraising appeal with the SS 
motto Unsere Ehre heisst Treue. She currently lives in a 
bungalow in Waasmunster. 
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Or unmasked in a hotel in North Carolina, by henchmen of the world’s most infamous 
neo-nazi. And then get invited to a gathering of Holocaust deniers in Beirut. 






You meet a US Presidential candidate, once revered by the white supremacists 
you’ve just befriended. Then encounter the political zealots rising within the 
heart of Europe. 


These are just some events that award-winning writer Nick Ryan describes in 
a six-year journey into the terrifying arena of white nationalism. 


Moving from the backstreets and pubs of London, to international terrorist cells 
in Scandinavia, and onwards to the smiling zealots of the USA and Europe, 
Homeland unravels the chilling story behind the growth of right-wing extremism 
— told through the lives of those living it. 

Hari Kunzru (best-selling author of The Impressionist): “Fascinating material 
— Nick Ryan is a good reporter and a very brave man ... great stuff.” 
Ethan Casey (editor-in-chief of the global journalism site BlueEar.com): 
“As relevant to our time as Orwell’s Homage to Catalonia was to its ... 
first-rate reportage.” 


nick ryan 


For more information, or to order the book online, please visit: 
www.homelandbook.com, www.mainstreampublishing.com 
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From obscurity and back again 


By Esbé for REFLEX in Paris 


MOST FRENCH PEOPLE, unless they regularly read the anti- 
fascist magazines No Pasaran and REFLEXes, will not have 
heard of Unité Radical (UR) until Maxime Brunerie tried to 
assassinate President Jacques Chirac on 14 July. 

The same goes for many journalists who, after the panic 
of the first few days during which they were desperately 
scratching around for information on UR, offered a detailed 
biography of Brunerie that amounted to no more than was 
already in anti-fascists’ files. Needless to say, all the media 
were delighted with the news that UR had been banned. 

Now, nearly four months later, it is instructive to have 
another look at the repercussions of this non-event. There is 
no need to rehearse the history of UR yet again, nor its 
fantasies about armed struggle. Suffice it to say that the 
organisation uses the label “nationalist revolutionary” and 
has served more than anything else as a bolt hole for those 
who regard the electoral far-right parties, the Front National 
(FN) and the Mouvement National Républicain (MNR), as 
too democratic. Equally, there is little point in going over the 
details of Brunerie’s attack which Searchlight examined in 
some detail. All that needs to be said is that the attempt 
itself was amateur to the point of being ridiculous. 

The shots fired by Brunerie rang out at a very good time 
for UR, thrusting it into the limelight at a time when it was in 
internal disarray and steep decline. Even before 14 July, 
Christian Bouchet, UR’s main organiser since its formation in 
1998, had been shown the door by his former comrades 
Fabrice Robert and Guillaume Luyt in a mini-putsch 
reminiscent of earlier events in the FN. Bouchet’s removal, 
however, had deprived UR of its engine because his two 
opponents were not able to follow through their takeover. 

UR by this time had been reduced to an internet site with 
Robert as webmaster. Only in cyberspace did it show any 
semblance of activity after its Paris structure vanished and 
its more dynamic local groups in Lille, Nancy and Strasbourg 
asserted their autonomy, sometimes using the name of the 
violent student outfit, Groupe Union Défense. 

For a long period, UR had brought together disparate local 
militant fascist groupings and even more disparate militant 
fascist personalities such as Eddy Marsan, Roland Gaucher, 
Sébastian Legentil and André-Yves Beck, by offering them 
political space in which they could “discover themselves” 
and exist politically. Thanks to Bouchet’s energy coupled with 
the technical competence of others — Robert, in particular — 
nationalists to the right of the FN were able to attain a 
certain profile via UR. 

In addition to its website, the movement built a fairly 
regular press, made annual appearances on May Day, put on 
torchlight processions on 9 May to commemorate the death 
of a fascist who fell off a roof when being chased by police at 


a demonstration, held a symposium in Nimes and managed 
to stage some sort of annual conference. It also had an input 
into the fascist music outfit, Rock Indentitaire Frangais. 

Generally, however, most of UR’s activity remained 
secretive, its confused “nationalist revolutionary” 
ruminations scarcely evolving other than through its 
emphasis on the racial question, the imminence of 
“race war” and the supposed servility of the state to the 
“Zionist lobby”. On the tactical level, the enlightened leaders 
of UR sided with Bruno Mégret when he walked out of the 
FN and formed the MNR, which pretty much guaranteed 
the UR’s demise even before Brunerie. 

Nevertheless, Luyt and Robert are revelling in the notoriety 
of 14 July. They boast to the ever-gullible media that UR has 
2,000 members when they would be hard put to find 200 
and claim, incredibly, that the organisation represents those 
FN voters whose votes did not produce an MP 

So obliged are they to Brunerie that they immediately 
posted a message on their website saying “Thank you, 
Maxime”, underlining not so much their support for him as 
their gratitude to him for temporarily rescuing their 
minuscule organisation. 

According to the tortuous logic that passes for political 
thinking inside the fragmented ranks of UR, Luyt and Robert 
believe that Brunerie’s action will help them clean up their act 
and remove “mythomaniac” elements from their ranks. One 
wonders how many members will be left after such an exercise. 

These factors apart, the ban on UR has little significance 
because the problems of the organisation stem from 
reasons other than the deranged behaviour of its former 
member Brunerie. It is somewhat exaggerated to paint UR in 
the kind of apocalyptic colours that some have done, seizing 
on any little detail to talk it up into a serious threat. 

The real danger now is that the ban will give the UR a 
ready-made excuse for its stagnation and enable it to pose 
as a martyr to the system, ensuring that its claims will find a 
ready echo in the scrambled brains of snarling, 
“disenfranchised” whites. The FN has already shown with 
some success that demonisation, combined with a 
hysterical overvaluation of its strength by its enemies, can be 
a formidable weapon. The prohibition of UR is a superficial 
victory destined to have limited effect on a movement hardly 
known outside the ranks of its sympathisers and those who 
closely monitor it. 

Indeed, on its new website, which appeared as soon as 
the old one was shut down by the authorities, UR 
proclaimed, “the fight goes on”. This must also be the case 
for UR’s anti-fascist opponents who know that organisations 
such as UR are not defeated in a courtroom or by the stroke 
of an Interior Minister's pen. 
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From Mara Viadimirova in Moscow 


Registration of antisemitic party 
provokes controversy 


A NEW RADICAL NATIONALIST PARTY with an openly 
antisemitic leadership has received official recognition in 
Russia. The National Power Party of Russia (NDPR), which 
the Russian Justice Ministry registered on 16 September, 
held its inaugural meeting in February in a small town 
near Moscow, attended by 193 delegates representing all 
65 regions of the Russian Federation. Worryingly, three 
quarters of the delegates were army officers. The rest 
included editors of various national-patriotic papers, 
guests from Ukraine and Belarus and, interestingly, 
representatives of the anti-globalist movement. 

Also present were representatives of well known 
nationalist organisations and parties such as the nazi 
Russian National Union (RNE), the Russian Party, 
the Russian People’s Party, the Officers’ Union and the 
Union of Pan-Slavic Journalists. 

The three elected co-chairmen of the NDPR are all 
leaders of parties that have joined together in this new 
bloc. Stanislav Terekhov, head of the Officers’ Union, is 
best known for his participation in the armed attempt to 
oust the former president Boris Yeltsin in October 1993. 
He was already considering creating a new structure at 
that time. Boris Mironov, a former minister and leader of 
the Russian Patriotic Party, and Alexander Sevastyanov, 
editor-in-chief of the newspaper Natsionalnaya Gazeta, 
are both notorious for making antisemitic statements 
like those on the NDPR’s website. 

The NDPR’s programme resembles that of the 
Officers’ Union. Their ideal for society reflects a 
nostalgia for Brezhnev’s time intermingled with some 
elements of pre-revolutionary Russia, such as the 
territorial division of the country into clearly defined 
provinces. All elements of society would be controlled 
by the state, which would own all land and major 
factories. Independent small businesses would only be 
allowed in the service sector. 

The party has a strictly “no fun’ policy for young 
people, who would be corralled into sporting and 
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military-patriotic clubs. Western music and films would 
be banned. The death penalty would be fully restored 
and abortion would be severely restricted. 

In foreign policy, the NDPR aims for reunification with 
Ukraine and Belarus, now independent states, the 
strengthening of the army and an aggressive policy of 
alliance with North Korea, China and Iraq, which were 
all more or less allies of the former Soviet Union. 

The NDPR’s published programme for the wholesale 
reorganisation of life in modern Russia amounts to 
13 pages referring to the various social strata of Russian 
society, including professional and state workers, the 
technical intelligentsia, teachers, scientists and small 
business people, but mainly to the army officers who 
founded the party. All these groups have lost the 
relatively privileged social positions that they occupied 
before Gorbachev's perestroika policy. Most of them 
have still not found their place in the new Russia and 
feel lost and dissatisfied with life. While such people are 
numerous, few are so politically active as to be ready to 
participate in political organisations. 

The leader of the People’s National Party, Alexander 
Ivanov-Sucharevski, who also backs the NDPR, has great 
influence among skinheads and is a wild antisemite. 
Although there are no directly antisemitic statements or 
even insinuations in the NDPR’s programme, if one 
follows the statements of its leaders it quickly becomes 
clear that Jews are the main enemy. The party emblem is 
the so-called kolovrat, a stylised swastika used in various 
forms by many Russian national-patriotic organisations. 

The registration of the NDPR, with a membership of 
11,000, provoked furore in the media, with a major 
article in Izvestia and discussion on the popular 
television programme Itogi and radio news broadcasts. 
Questioned by journalists, the head of the Justice 
Ministry department responsible claimed that the 
content of the NDPR documents presented for 
registration was consistent with the Russian 


Constitution. A few days later he rounded on the media 
saying, “Why didn’t the mass media warn the Justice 
Ministry, if journalists were so well informed about the 





real activity of NDPR and even had audio and video 
material from its foundation meeting?” 

Eventually, a ministry official promised to check the 
documents and activities of the NDPR again and 
promised that any criminal acts by the party would be 
prosecuted. The NDPR is the first radical nationalist party 
to be registered since the adoption of a new law under 
which only registered political parties can fight elections. 

One day after the NDPR’s registration, the Justice 
Ministry gave the go-ahead to yet another radical 
nationalist party with a brazenly antisemitic platform, 
the People’s Patriotic Party of Russia, headed by the 
former Defence Minister Igor Rodionov. Vladimir 
Pribylovsky, an analyst of nationalism at the Panorama 
political research centre, believes that the authorities 
intend to make it easier to prosecute nationalists by 


From Mina Sodman in St Petersburg 
and Jean Raymond in Moscow 


Ministry insists murder was not 
racist 


CRITICISM OF THE RUSSIAN GOVERNMENT'S stance on 
racism has continued to mount along with the level of racist 
violence. Although President Viadimir Putin has made 
several declarations against racism, the reality at grassroots 
level is rather different with little being done to implement 
the tough action promised by the government. 

“A sham is the best way to describe the government's 
policy of strongly worded declarations,” Lyudmila Alexeyeva, 
head of the Moscow Helsinki Group, told The Moscow 
Times, adding that “a lot is done solely to create a good 
image of Russia abroad. For example,” she said, “when 
skinheads beat up the son of a diplomat, we see a flurry of 
activity by the authorities but when a common Azeri falls 
victim, they don’t care.” 

A major stumbling block of government policy has long 
been the almost blind refusal of the authorities to recognise 
that certain crimes are racist. In the majority of cases 
brought against skinheads, racism is not acknowledged as 
a motive even when the victims are foreigners or belong to 
ethnic minorities from the Caucasus. 

On 10 September, a Senegalese student was attacked 
and savagely beaten by a gang of seven youths in Moscow's 
Marxistskaya tube station. Three days later a middle-aged 
Azeri was killed in St Petersburg. Witnesses reported that 
Magomed Magomedov was attacked by a 20 to 30-strong 
mob of skinheads in the Primorsk district, near the stall 
from which he sold watermelons to scratch out a meagre 
living. According to the police he died from head injuries 
caused by a “metallic object”. Witnesses added that one of 
the attackers made a video of the entire incident. 

Later in the evening, when the news of the killing started 
to circulate, the press department of the Federal Ministry of 
Internal Affairs (MVD) declared firmly, before even a 
preliminary investigation, that Magomedov’s murder had 
had a “private motive” and had absolutely nothing to do 
with race hatred. 

The MVD press officer also stated that a maximum of ten 
people took part in “the street fight” and that stories about 
a video-recording and the extremist background of the 
attackers represented “nothing but destabilising rumour”. 

The next day another Azeri, Orudzh Magomedov (no 
relation), was attacked in the same district of the city by a 
gang of young skinheads wearing heavy boots and masks. 
Magomedov tried to run away and took the lift in a nearby 


getting them out in the open. The media fuss over the 
registration of the NDPR is somewhat sudden, 
considering that the various fascist and ultra-nationalist 
parties that have now come together have existed — and 
been officially registered — since the beginning of the 
1990s. Anti-fascists are asking whether the latest 
development is a sign that society is ready to admit the 
existence of fascism and extremism in Russia and 
confess that the state structure is rotten with the same 
sickness right up to the level of top Interior and Justice 
Ministry bureaucrats and the police. 

Judging by a telephone interview with Viktor 
Korchagin, a senior NDPR executive, by The Moscow 
Times, it appears that even the leaders of the NDPR were 
surprised with the public sensation caused by the 
party’s registration. 


building but was pursued, battered with sticks and stabbed 
several times. He later said the police investigator told him 
to inform his “Azeri friends” to leave the district or face 
serious trouble. 

Following the second attack, about 40 representatives of 
the city’s Azeri community held talks with senior district 
police officers. After the meeting, some of the Azeris told 
journalists that if the police continued to do nothing, they 
would exercise the right to form self-defence groups. 

Vladimir Kretzu, the district head of police, has claimed 
that everything is being done to find those responsible for 
both crimes. His colleague, Michael Gusev, has insisted 
that there is “nothing to link the two attacks”. 

Kretzu did concede, however, that “groups of skinheads 
moving into the district recently” had been noted but said 
he had no reason to believe they were originally from the 
area nor that they were involved in recent incidents. 
He called on the Azeri community to cooperate with the 
police, warning that he would not tolerate any form of 
lynch-mob justice. 

While the MVD has continued to insist that there was 
no racial motive for the crimes and no video film, police in 
St Petersburg have found the video-cassette of the murder 
after searching the house of one of the suspects. 

On 17 September, Alexander Smirnov, head of the St 
Petersburg criminal police, officially declared that the 
investigation had produced strong evidence that 
Magomedov’s killers belong to the extreme right wing. 

Some 120 people were detained in a major police swoop 
and interrogated. About 70 were found to have been 
“connected to the murder or the events which led to it”. The 
man whose video-cassette was seized confessed during 
questioning that some 50 youngsters, aged 14 to 16, had 
initially planned to launch an anti-Azeri pogrom at a student 
hostel in Primorsk on the evening of Magomedov’s murder. 
However, local residents called the police when they saw 
the youngsters marching down the street. 

After the police arrived, the group split and a gang of about 
25 roamed nearby streets in pursuit of lone victims. Most of 
the Azeri traders had already got wind of the danger and left 
the area. Only Magomedov stayed near his stall and paid with 
his life for the frustration of the would-be pogromists. 

At the time of writing, the police have still not announced 
how many of those detained after the investigation remain 
in custody and how many have been charged. They have 
also not released any further information about the attack 
on Orudzh Magomedov the following day. Having been 
contradicted by the evidence they themselves seized, it 
appears that the police have now opted to hide behind a 
wall of silence. 
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World View 


SWEDEN 


From Stieg Larsson in Stockholm 


New act hits town in Swedish 
political theatre 


BRING OUT A PARTY which actually claims that G6ran 
Persson, the Swedish Labour Prime Minister, financed 
the terrorist attack on the World Trade Centre in New 
York on 11 September 2001. Get its members to remove 
the skinhead gear and swastikas in which were 
stomping about only five or six years ago. Tell them 
to focus on the danger of Islam — soon, apparently, to 
occupy Sweden and replace parliament with a mosque — 
and encourage them to claim that rape was an unknown 
phenomenon before the country was opened up to 
mass immigration. 

And, there, Ladies and Gentlemen, you have the 
Sweden Democrats. 

Seventy-six thousand three hundred Swedes, that is 
1.4% of the population, cast their vote for this party and 
its bizarre ideas in the elections on 15 September, 
turning the SD into Sweden’s largest  extra- 
parliamentary party. 

Granted that 1.4% is still a very long way from the 4% 
needed to enter parliament, but it is, without a shadow 
of doubt, the largest success for a gathering of 
conspiracy theorists, judicial shipwrecks, cranks and 
racists since the bad old days of the 1930s, when 
xenophobia and antisemitism were the stock in trade of 
any “national” party. Then, the main object of hatred 
was the Jews. Today it is the Muslims. And the formula 
works equally well, or so it appears. 

As Searchlight reported last month, the SD made 
substantial headway in the general election. The final 
count came in well after the magazine's deadline and 
revealed an outcome that was even worse than initial 


ITALY 


by Alfio Bernabei 


Arrest of terrorist an 
embarrassment 





PASQUALE BELSITO, the Italian terrorist captured by 
the Spanish police after being sought for 21 years, is 
still nowhere near to being questioned by the Italian 
authorities on how he coordinated the activities of 
nazis and fascists throughout Europe, including 
contacts with the Third Position in Britain. 

There appears to be no great hurry to get him back 
to Italy to face interrogation. Many people are 
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results suggested. The SD increased its tally of 
municipal seats from an insignificant eight councillors 
to a staggering 50. If one includes seats won by local 
parties, such as Burlévs Val and the Sjébo Party in the 
south of Sweden, which support the SD, the total comes 
to nearer 70. The SD won representation in 30 
municipalities, compared with five in 1998. That is the 
bad news. The good news is that, although shocking, 
these 50 seats do not yet constitute a definite national 
breakthrough. 

The SD focused most of its election campaign on the 
districts of Skane and Blekinge, the two southernmost 
counties of Sweden. This was also where the party 
made its biggest gains. Skane alone gave the SD 30 
seats, with the towns of Kavlinge and Landskrona 
heading the list with four seats each. In these towns the 
SD will undoubtedly now have some political weight. 
The far smaller county of Blekinge produced six SD 
councillors, three of whom are in the main city of 
Karlskrona. In addition, the SD won two seats in the 
large suburb of Mélndal in Gothenburg on the west 
coast. The party’s remaining councillors are mostly 
isolated successes in small countryside towns where 
only 150 to 200 votes were needed to win representa- 
tion on the local council. 

The election has redrawn the political map of 
Sweden's “national” movement. As _ Searchlight 
predicted, the SD has mopped up its previous 
competitors, New Democracy and the New Party, 
both originally launched by Count Ian Wachmeister. 
The SD has also laid claim to a section of those who 
previously voted for the SPI, the pensioners’ party, 
which won 55,000 votes in the 1998 election but has now 
dwindled to 33,000 voters. Finally, has soaked up much 
of the support that previously went to local populist 
parties, establishing itself as the single unified 
“national” alternative in Sweden. 

The openly nazi National Socialist Front (NSF) 
flopped miserably, winning only 200 votes in 
Karlskrona, the only municipality it contested, leaving 
the breakaway and heavily nazi National Democrats 
(ND), which won a total of four seats on local councils, 
as the SD’s only extreme-right rivals. 


beginning to ask what might be the motives for the 
delay in obtaining his extradition from Spain. 

The Association of the Families of the Victims of the 
Bologna terrorist outrage, which killed 85 people when 
a bomb exploded inside the railway station, are 
alarmed by the delay. Paolo Bolognesi, the 
Association’s President, has asked the Italian Justice 
Minister, Roberto Castelli, why Silvio Berlusconi’s 
government is taking so long to get the man extradited, 
especially as Belsito has apparently expressed his 
willingness to reveal all he knows about the fascist 
network in which he operated for two decades. 

Belsito was arrested on 30 June 2001 in a joint 
operation with the Italian Anti-Terrorist Squad (Ucigos). 
He was overpowered after a violent struggle that ended 
in the Moncloa bus station in Madrid. He was armed 
and carrying false papers. At his flat the police found a 
small arsenal of weapons, a photographic laboratory 
and the means to falsify documents. According to the 
Spanish police he was at the centre of a network of 
international fascists. He had been operating in France, 
The Netherlands and Britain as well as in a number of 


South American countries, Lebanon and Croatia. 

For the Italian authorities his arrest should have 
marked the beginning of a process of shedding light on 
the murky network of fascist terrorist activities in the 
seventies, thought to have been mounted in the 
shadow of Gladio and the P2 Masonic Lodge. P2 was 
set up by Licio Gelli, the so-called “venerable master”, 
who had plans to subvert Italian democracy and 
boasted of his friendship with men in the White House. 

Belsito, known as “the butcher”, began his fascist 
militancy as a member of Terza Posizione (Third 
Position or TP) under the leadership of Roberto Fiore. 
Later he joined the Nuclei Armati Rivoluzionari (NAR), 
its armed wing. He was found guilty of involvement in 
the killings of the prosecutor Mario Amato and three 
other people for which he received a total of seven 
years in jail and four life sentences. Three days after 
the bomb at Bologna railway station he took part in the 
raid on an army shop in Rome with the fascists Valerio 
Fioravanti and Francesca Mambro. These two were 
later found guilty of the Bologna outrage for which Gelli 
was also sentenced for his role as one of the 
instigators. 

Belsito was among the group of fascists belonging to 
the NAR and TP who fled from Italy soon after the 
Bologna massacre. Most of them headed for Britain, 
where they had established close links with like-minded 
individuals and organisations ready to help them. 
About a dozen of them settled in London, including 
Fiore, who is now the president of the fascist party 
Forza Nuova, which continues to expound TP views and 
racist and homophobic propaganda. 

According to testimony Fiore was well aware of the 
links between members of NAR and Gelli. Had Fiore 
appeared before a court, as well as being put under 
pressure to reveal his own role in the “Strategy of 
Tension”, he might have had something to say about 
Belsito’s criminal activities during the “Years of Lead”. 

But Fiore successfully avoided being questioned. 
He is now free to travel between London and Rome 
and appears to be untouchable. This may have 
something to do with the presence of influential people 
with a fascist past in Berlusconi’s government circles. 
Mirko Tremaglia, Minister for the Italians abroad, 
for instance, was one of the “boys” in Mussolini’s 
Salo Republic. 

People are beginning to wonder if Belsito will enjoy 
the same treatment accorded to Fiore, whose silence 
must have come as a relief to a great many people. 
Belsito certainly knows a lot about the links that 
existed between Gelli’s P2 Masonic Lodge and fascist 
terrorists, as well as something about their sources of 
finance and the political shenanigans surrounding 
a number of politicians who are now in positions 
of power. 

The Berlusconi government is often referred to as the 
accomplishment of the “P2 project”. Berlusconi himself 
was on the list of the P2 Lodge members. The new 
Home Secretary is Giuseppe Pisanu, who 20 years ago 
was forced to resign as junior minister at the Treasury 
over allegations that he played a role in the demise of 
the Banco Ambrosiano, the P2 bank. 

Pressed to comment on the delay in Belsito’s 
extradition an Italian government source declared that 
it was requested last year but the Spanish authorities 
gave their authorisation only in June this year. Yet still 
nothing happened. In fact under new regulations the 
extradition procedure should not have taken more than 
40 days to complete. 


Among the possible motives for the delay is the fact 
that in a few months’ time Belsito, if he wants to, may 
be able to thwart calls to testify in court by making use 
of the new Berlusconi law known as “legitimate 
suspicion”. This law enables the accused to reject a 
court by declaring that the judge’s different political 
persuasion may prevent a fair trial. 

While this law is widely thought to have been 
designed to protect the Premier and several of his 
associates from prosecution and possible incarceration 
for financial misconduct and political corruption, in the 
context of Italy’s lurid web of entanglement between 
fascist terrorism and politics, it may also be turned into 
a useful tool to keep the lid on secrets and shield 
politicians from too close scrutiny. 

Examples of how names collide in unrelated 
disturbing episodes and how past and present get 
confused are numerous. Among Berlusconi’s top 
lawyers, for instance, is Gaetano Pecorella, an MP for 
Berlusconi’s party, Forza Italia, who is simultaneously 
president of the Committee on Justice of the Chamber 
of Deputies. As well as acting on Berlusconi’s behalf 
Pecorella is the lawyer for a fascist terrorist, Delfo 
Zorzi, found guilty of the attack on the Banca 
dell’Agricoltura in Milan that killed 16 people in 1969. 

Pecorella is now under investigation following 
allegations that he may have acted to facilitate the 
retraction of the testimony that nailed Zorzi as a 
terrorist, a charge he denies. 

Such uncomfortable proximity between Prime Minister 
Berlusconi and a fascist like Zorzi, established through 
the lawyer they happen have in common, exemplifies the 
disturbing linkages that still reverberate across the 
Italian right. Far from being seen as cause for alarm, 
this state of affairs is being accepted as normal by 
the majority of Italians. This adds confidence to the 
Berlusconi government, which so openly encourages 
racism through the utterances of the Northern League 
Minister, Umberto Bossi, and the rehabilitation of 
fascism through the words and deeds of Gianfranco Fini, 
the Deputy Prime Minister. 

When 30 illegal immigrants drowned near the coast 
of Sicily last September the government was 
questioned about the rescue operation. Berlusconi 
simply joked, saying that holiday makers’ pleasure 
boats were more than sufficient for the recovery of the 
bodies. He appeared to have been referring to 
the photograph in the press of holidaymakers in 
bathing suits and sunglasses skirting the floating 
corpses with their pedalos. 

As for Fini, his National Alliance party rejected the 
statute outlining the objectives of a “School for Peace” 
in the Marzabotto region, central Italy, where the Nazis 
killed 216 children, 316 women and 146 men in 1944. 
The intention of the School for Peace Foundation is to 
enable young people belonging to nations at war with 
each other to overcome political, religious and cultural 
differences. The National Alliance members of the local 
council voted against the proposal. 

The word peace is clearly a problem for the party as 
a whole. Last month Fini went to Bolzano, northern 
Italy, in order to prevent the local piazza called Victory 
Square from being renamed Peace Square. Fini was 
keen to remind the citizens of Bolzano that the name 
“Victory” was given to the square by Mussolini’s regime 
in a nationalist gesture to celebrate an Italian First 
World War defeat of Austria, still marked by a triumphal 
fascist arch, and it therefore should not be changed. 
He won the day. 
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By Matthew Collins 


Creative body art lands 
‘reverend’ in jail 


HOW MUCH DO YOU LOVE THE WHITE RACE? Perhaps 
they're okay in small doses, but what about the Jews, can 
you hate the Jews and the “mud races”, television, radio, 
Christians too? Do you believe there is nothing finer 
than young shaven-headed men in tight pants sharing 
their love of the white race at the expense of all others, 
romping and stomping around the place for the good of 
the race? Do you like tattoos, do you have one on your 
body, somewhere, anywhere? Stuck for a good excuse to 
avoid all the usual religious festivals those Jews, 
Christians, Muslims, Hindus and everybody else like to 
celebrate, and you don’t? Perhaps you should become a 
“Creator”, a spreader of the white man’s gospel. Your 
religion is “Creativity”. 

The Church of the Creator is not new. It’s been cranky 
since its inception by the late Ben Klassen, an émigré to 
the USA from Ukraine and author of such seminal 
classics as The White Man's Bible. Klassen started the 
religion (catchword RaHoWa - Racial Holy War) to 
encourage impressionable young American teenagers 
to strip down to their waists at his property and worship 
him as a God. It all seemed reasonably silly, and for a 
while most of the other nazis around the globe gave 
them a wide birth, some even claiming Klassen’s beliefs 
were, well, unhealthy for young, Aryan males. 

After the timely death of Klassen, the World Church of 
the Creator (WCOTC) was reborn and the new breed 
of Nuttzies took over. Led by a shrewd law graduate, the 
new “Pontifex Maximus” Matt Hale, WCOTC has 
attempted to fill the cultural gap on the far right and 
avoid tax by forging ahead with the claim that it is a 
genuine religion. The US federal courts recently ruled in 
favour of one “reverend” of the WCOTC, saying he could 
not be discriminated against by his employers because 
of his religious beliefs, which are somewhere along the 
lines of Adolf Hitler is good, Jews are bad etc, etc. 
Certainly these are trying times for people involved in 
the struggle against race hate, as the WCOTC is not a 
political organisation as such, but merely a race hate 
organisation preaching the supremacy of one race over 
many others, in the guise of a religious, and therefore 
legitimate, belief. 

And so it would seem like all bad American things, the 
WCOTC has more than once tickled the fancy of 
Australian journalists. The leading member of the 
WCOTC in Australia is Patrick O’Sullivan, a former 
member of National Action. A few years ago, in the 
absence of any real Ku Klux Klan activity in Melbourne 
and any Klan members willing to substantiate claims 
they were active there, both The Age and Herald Sun 
interviewed O’Sullivan and photographed his tattoos. 
O’Sullivan (the “Reverend Brother”) claimed to have 
over 100 members in Victoria who were friendly with the 
strangely absent Klan. He even took off his shirt to show 
how committed he was to the cause, showing a wealth of 
white power tattoos, but was unable to produce any 
of the other 100 members he claimed. 

The reality is that the WCOTC has fewer than ten 
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members spread across three states. Using a variety of 
aliases and hiding behind three websites alone in 
Australia, the WCOTC has been promoting itself in the 
press and exciting small-town newspaper editors with 
talk of race war and American backing to fund its jihad 
against religious and racial tolerance. It's good stuff too. 
O’Sullivan only needed to see the old box-brownie 
before he'd start undressing for a picture opportunity. 

So imagine my surprise to read that O’Sullivan was 
asking a Melbourne court last month for leniency over 
sentencing, as he faced persecution from other inmates 
over said tattoos, including one on his hand that reads 
“Nazi”. Apparently not wanting to show off his tattoos, 
O’Sullivan had returned from a tattoo awards ceremony 
in 1999 and become involved in an altercation which led 
to the stabbing of a former supporter who, among other 
things, had claimed O’Sullivan was a Catholic and 
therefore not a very good Nazi. These are hard things for 
any religious person to tolerate, no doubt. Posting on 
the website of the notorious Combat 18 group of British 
racist terrorists, O’Sullivan’s girlfriend even refers to the 
Herald Sun journalist Jeremy Kelly as scum and 
O’Sullivan as a political prisoner! 

O’Sullivan now claims he is the victim of a set-up and 
that the Herald Sun has persecuted him by continually 
photographing and publishing pictures of his tattoos in 
the paper. Quite why the head of publicity should 
complain about such things remains a mystery. His own 
website is often full of foul references to “muds” and 
“blacks” and of course, “kikes”. The other nine members 
of the church are in disarray without him. Speaking 
about their very own martyr, the Queensland site claims 
he was sentenced for a “Bogus Act”, but of course, 
claiming ignorance of the legality of mentioning the 
stabbing, elects to “refrain from detailing the alleged 
crime”. 

The other legal issue that the WCOTC may wish to 
clarify is how an incarcerated criminal is still able to 
receive personal funding. For a religion not recognised 
by the Australian government, personal cheques for 
materials that may very well be in breach of Australia’s 
racial vilification laws should be a no-no while he is 
being detained in one of Her Majesty’s fine penal 
facilities. Yet this is what is being peddled on his website. 
Furthermore, did Brother Patrick tell the tax man when 
lodging his return last July? We await the plea for 
religious exemption. 
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the documents were found, he was visiting Lt. General Jaime 
Milans del Bosch in jail at the artillery school in Madrid. Del Bosch 
is currently facing a 30-year prison sentence for leading last year’s 
attempt to seize power, when units of the paramilitary Civil Guard 
invaded and took over the Parliament building. 

It now seems that if the latest rebellion had been successful, del 
Bosch would have been installed as head of state... 

The rebellion has been roundly condemned by Spain’s Supreme 
Army Council. 


10 years ago 
November 1992 


| Irving hounded 
| across North 
America 


f,| Once again, David Irving’s 

¥| attempt to market fascism 

L | as history met with | wepeael 

| spirited protest by anti- ——s theunions 

* | fascists and hostility from 

| the authorities throughout 

| North America. Irving was = 

| greeted with bad news all = 
the way from California to for the BNP 

| Oregon to Georgia. 

| His first stroke of bad 

| luck came as he was 

| addressing the 10-12 

October confab of 

| Holocaust deniers under 

the auspices of the 

Institute for Historical 

Review in Los Angeles. The Canadian authorities, tipped off to the 

fact that Irving was planning a cross country tour, hand delivered 

a letter to him in Los Angeles, informing him of their decision to 

ban him. 

The letter warned Irving that he could not enter Canada because 
of his criminal record and because “there are reasonable grounds 
to believe (you) will commit one or more offences” in Canada. Neo- 
nazi lawyer Doug Christie of British Columbia vowed to challenge 
the ban in the hope that Irving might be able to receive his 
“George Orwell Award” from the fascist Canadian Free Speech 
League on 28 October. 
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